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IN  MEMORIAM 
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Dr.  MAURICE  MARCEL  LUBIN 


On  the  20th  May,  1975,  the  Lincolnshire  Naturalist  Union  sustained  one 
of  the  saddest  losses  of  its  long  history,  for  on  that  day  Dr.  Maurice  Marcel 
Lubin,  M.B.,  B.S.,  (Maurice  to  his  many  friends)  died  suddenly  from  a  heart 
condition  in  the  midst  of  his  delayed  year  of  Presidency.  It  seems  that  he 
was  not  destined  to  carry  out  a  full  year  of  office,  since  he  had  stood  down 
on  two  previous  occasions  for  reasons  of  illness  or  to  allow  another  to  take 
precedence. 

He  came  to  the  county  as  Chief  Casualty  Officer  at  the  County  Hospital 
in  Lincoln,  and  very  shortly  afterwards,  in  1964,  he  and  his  wife  Joan 
became  members  of  the  Union.  Membership  was  a  family  event,  for  his  two 
daughters,  Hilary  and  Helen,  became  junior  members  at  the  same  time. 

His  duties  at  the  Hospital  involved  the  occasional  treatment  of  casualties 
suspected  of  fungus  poisoning,  and  since  he  was  thorough  by  nature  in  all 
he  did,  he  decided  to  find  out  more  about  the  identification  and  toxicity  of 
those  organisms.  The  enquiry  developed  into  an  interest  in  mycology  for 
its  own  sake,  which  resulted  in  1968  in  membership  of  the  British  Mycological 
Society. 

It  was  a  regular  feature  of  outdoor  meetings  of  the  Union  —  for  he 
missed  very  few  —  for  him  and  other  members  of  a  mycological  bent  to 
become  detached  from  the  rest  by  virtue  of  “drawing  a  small  area  dry’’ 
before  moving  on  a  few  yards  to  the  next  location.  Such  was  his  infectious 
interest. 

In  1971,  we  were  fortunate  that  the  British  Mycological  Society  held  its 
Spring  Foray  in  Lincolnshire,  based  on  Lincoln.  It  fell  to  the  lot  of  local 
members  of  that  Society  to  organise  matters,  and  since  Dr.  Lubin  was 
“on  the  spot’’,  he  insisted  on  carrying  the  lion’s  share.  Even  after  suffering 
a  heart  attack  of  a  serious  nature,  and  being  confined  to  bed  he  continued 
to  trace  maps  of  locations  and  undertake  correspondence  to  help  make  the 
foray  the  success  it  eventually  was.  Fortunately  he  recovered  sufficiently 
to  attend  most  of  the  meetings  with  assistance. 

However,  his  interests  did  not  lie  solely  in  the  mycological  field.  He  had 
a  passion  for  Conservation,  actively  pursuing  it  as  a  member  of  the  Lincoln¬ 
shire  Trust  for  Nature  Conservation  throughout  the  County  and  in 
particular  at  Burton  Pits  reserve.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Scientific  Policy 
Committee  of  that  body  as  well  as  the  Executive  Committee,  and  he  could 
always  be  relied  upon  to  assist  in  Nature  Conservation  Surveys. 

He  had  a  wide  knowledge  of,  and  love  for,  serious  music.  One  of  his 
great  delights  was  to  attend  the  Choral  Concerts  in  Lincoln  Cathedral. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  local  Music  Workshop,  he  enjoyed  madrigal 
singing,  and  occasionally  played  the  guitar  and  clarinet  for  his  own  pleasure. 

In  fact,  he  took  part  in  a  wide  spectrum  of  functions  too  numerous  to 
detail. 

His  activities  took  him  to  most  parts  of  the  British  Isles,  from  the  Scottish 
Highlands  to  Devon.  Nothing  pleased  him  more  than  to  tramp  the  Fells  of 
the  Lake  District,  even  when  recovering  from  one  of  his  attacks,  thereby 
adding  to  the  apprehension  of  those  accompanying  him.  His  philosophy 
was  to  live  a  full  life,  and  he  died  without  lingering,  as  he  wished. 


2 


The  Lincolnshire  Naturalists  Union,  in  common  with  the  Trust,  has  lost 
a  good  friend,  servant  and  colleague.  His  efficient  and  readily  given  help, 
his  wide  knowledge  of  subjects  and  persons,  and  his  conscientious  application 
of  purpose  to  the  job  in  hand,  will  be  widely  missed. 

H.  J.  Houghton. 


My  own  friendship  with  Maurice  Lubin  was,  unfortunately,  of  shorter 
duration,  as  I  only  joined  the  Lincolnshire  Naturalists  Union  in  1967,  and 
it  was  some  two  years  later  that  I  first  became  “sold”  on  mycology.  From 
then  onwards,  due  to  the  proximity  of  our  homes,  he  was  in  a  very  real 
sense  my  “guide,  philosopher  and  friend”  on  the  subject.  Whilst  he  would 
always  help  with  difficult  indentifications,  he  encouraged  me  to  try  and 
work  them  out  for  myself  by  scientific  principles.  Later,  it  was  his  friendly 
persuasion  which  decided  me  to  accept  nomination  as  General  Secretary 
of  the  L.N.U.,  and  we  had  both  looked  forward  to  a  happy  working 
relationship  during  his  Presidential  year.  His  untimely  death  persuaded  me, 
as  a  memorial  to  him  to  join  the  British  Mycological  Society  myself,  and 
whilst  it  will  be  a  long  time  (if  ever)  before  I  can  hope  to  approach  his 
standard  of  knowledge,  I  may  perhaps  make  some  contribution  to  the 
subject  which  he  had  so  much  at  heart. 


J.  Rowe. 
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HON.  GENERAL  SECRETARY’S  REPORT 

The  highlight  of  the  past  year  has,  of  course,  been  the  launching  of  the 
Flora  of  Lincolnshire.  Thanks,  to  a  large  extent,  to  the  clerical  assistance 
of  my  own  secretary,  the  operation  itself  proceeded  with  few  practical 
hitches  and  a  most  satisfactory  ultimate  result.  I  cannot  state  the  exact 
number  of  copies  sold  but  it  is  in  the  region  of  720.  Understandably  the 
main  rush  of  orders  ceased  abruptly  after  the  publication  date  (when  the 
full  price  came  into  force)  but  I  still  continue  to  receive  a  trickle  of  orders 
plus  further  enquiries.  Members  may  like  to  know  that,  where  a  purchaser 
has  an  address  in  Lincolnshire  (as  existing  31st  March  1974)  and  was  not 
known  to  be  a  member  of  the  Union  appropriate  Membership  material  was 
included.  I  hope  that  this  will,  in  the  fullness  of  time,  produce  a  worthwhile 
response.  Financially  the  position  is  that  I  have  received  just  over  £2625. 
with  about  £300  due  on  Invoices  to  Local  Authorities  and  other  public 
bodies,  a  total  of  about  £2925.  As  against  this  the  distribution,  and  general, 
expenses  (mainly  a  massive  postage  bill)  amount  to  £125  leaving  a  net 
balance  of  around  £2800.  By  a  coincidence  this  exactly  covers  the  total  cost 
of  the  1000  copies  of  the  Flora  which  have  been  printed  so  that  all  we  have 
still  to  meet  is  £170,  the  cost  of  the  introductory  brochure.  This  is,  of 
course,  amply  covered  by  the  balance  in  the  original  publication  fund  (£843 
odd  a  year  ago)  so  that  we  are  comfortably  solvent  and,  moreover,  have 
more  than  250  copies  of  the  Flora  in  hand  and  paid  for. 

Apart  from  this  the  year  has  been  more  or  less  routine.  The  Executive 
Committee  held  five  meetings  during  the  year.  Naturally  the  publication 
of  the  Flora  featured  largely  in  their  deliberations  but  other  matters,  perhaps 
not  so  important  in  themselves  but  essential  for  the  smooth  running  of  the 
Union,  were  considered.  One  of  these  was  arranging  the  recent  Winter 
Programme.  All  the  Meetings  in  it  were  satisfactorily  attended  and,  I  am 
sure,  equally  enjoyed. 

J.  Rowe 


FIELD  SECRETARY’S  REPORT,  1975 

The  first  meeting  of  the  year  was  the  small  streams  survey,  on  May  3rd 
when  the  headwaters  of  three  river  systems  were  sampled  and  compared. 
A  report  of  this  meeting  will  be  found  later  in  this  issue. 

The  field  meeting  at  Tattershall  on  May  31st  was  led  by  Mr.  Porter. 
The  party  met  at  the  picnic  ground  at  the  old  railway  crossing  and  walked 
first  to  the  Horncastle  canal.  Plants  seen  included  Mountain  Cranesbill  and 
a  single  Twayblade,  while  birds  seen  along  the  scrub-lined  track  included 
Willow  Warbler  and  Blackcap.  At  the  old  canal  members  had  excellent  views 
of  a  Water  Vole  on  a  half-submerged  log,  stripping  and  eating  plant  stems, 
with  Bream  and  Tench  basking  near  the  bank.  The  party  then  moved  to 
the  south  side  of  the  road  to  visit  Mr.  Porter’s  wood  on  an  old  borrow  pit. 
The  wood  of  Ash  and  old  Hawthorn,  with  Elm  and  Sycamore  on  the  edges, 
held  good  numbers  of  birds.  Wrens  were  abundant  and  no  less  than  five 
Bullfinch  nests  were  found,  while  the  advance  group  had  a  surprise  view 
of  a  Kingfisher.  A  pair  of  Mute  Swan  was  breeding  on  the  small  pool  on 
the  edge  of  the  wood  and  here  also  Mallard  and  Tufted  Duck  were  seen. 
The  walk  back  along  the  old  rail  track  gave  good  views  into  the  new  sand 
and  gravel  workings.  In  all,  42  species  of  birds  were  seen. 
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Field  Secretary’s  Report,  1975 


At  Susworth  on  June  14th  the  Scotter  Eau  Manfleet  with  two  lines  of 
borrow  pits  was  visited.  Lesser  Reedmace  (Bullrush)  and  Lake  Clubrush 
were  dominant  in  the  shallow  borrow  pits  where  there  were  numerous  Marsh 
Pennywort  and  a  small  clump  of  Meadow  Rue.  The  Flowering  Rush, 
recorded  for  this  area  a  few  years  ago,  was  not  found  on  this  occasion. 
The  area  was  also  noted  for  breeding  Whinchat  at  one  time,  though  none 
were  seen  at  this  meeting.  On  the  adjacent  green  lane  Yellowhammers  were 
very  common  and  good  views  were  had  of  a  Green  Woodpecker. 

College  Wood,  near  Apley,  was  visted  on  July  12th.  The  old  woodland 
had  been  treated  sympathetically  by  the  foresters  and  though  much  is  now 
planted  with  conifers,  one  Wild  Service  tree  and  one  Small-Leaved  Lime 
had  been  left,  and  Cow-wheat,  Valerian,  Eyebright  and  Alder  Buckthorn 
were  found.  Three  new  fungus  species  were  recorded  and  Oak  Bush-cricket 
and  Speckled  Wood  butterflies  were  common.  In  the  evening  the  party  went 
to  Scotgrove  Wood  for  the  moth  meeting,  where  two  mercury  vapour  lamps 
provided  very  good  records  of  numerous  species. 

The  mid-week  meeting  at  the  High  Dyke,  Fulbeck  on  July  23rd  was 
transferred  to  Moor  Closes  and  Wilsford  Quarry  because  of  the  effect  the 
drought  was  having  on  vegetation.  The  alternative  sites  proved  very  inter¬ 
esting.  The  group  then  went  on  to  visit  Leadenham  Quarry. 

Risby  Warren  on  August  9th  produced  much  of  interest.  Large  patches  of 
Centaury  and  Vipers  Bugloss  were  in  flower  and  Purple  Small  Reed, 
usually  found  in  woodland,  was  a  surprise.  Grayling  butterflies  were  in 
good  numbers  and  the  yellow  and  black  frog-hopper  Eracanthus  interruptus 
was  abundant  on  Ragwort.  The  ornithologists  were  no  less  fortunate,  with 
Short -eared  owl,  Yellow  Wagtail,  Whinchat  and  Wheatear  all  seen,  the  latter 
with  two  well  fledged  young.  Curlew  were  also  seen,  and  an  old  Curlew  nest, 
with  an  unhatched  egg  was  found. 

At  Martin  Wood,  September  6th,  the  party  split  into  three  groups  to  visit 
separately  the  woodland,  Timberland  Delph  and  Linwood  Hall  via  the 
Car  Dyke.  Little  Grebe  was  seen  on  the  delph,  but  the  claypit  at  the  wood¬ 
land  edge  was  dry.  However  the  meeting  produced  two  new  fungus  records 
and  excellent  views  were  had  of  woodland  birds,  including  Tawny  Owl. 

The  general  field  meetings  ended  with  the  Fungus  Foray  at  Norton  Disney 
on  October  4th.  This  was  of  course  too  late  for  flowers,  and  breeding  birds 
for  which  the  area  is  noted.  However,  large  flocks  of  feeding  Redpoll  were 
seen.  Much  of  this  area  is  now  being  replanted  with  conifers,  but  the  larvae 
of  Lesser  Swallow  Prominent  and  Green  Silver  Line  moths  were  found  on 
the  Birch  and  Oak  trees  of  the  unplanted  area.  The  Foray  itself  was  enjoyed 
as  much  as  ever,  and  details  of  the  fungus  records  will  be  found  in  the 
Mycology  report. 


E.  J.  Gibbons,  P.  J.  Wilson. 


SECTION  OFFICERS  REPORTS 

BOTANY 

Miss  E.  J.  Gibbons,  f.l.s. 
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The  outstanding  event  has  been  the  long-awaited  publication  of  the 
Lincolnshire  Flora.  Sales  have  gone  very  well  and  over  800  have  been  sold 
so  far. 

The  hot  dry  summer  and  a  very  short  cold  spring  did  not  allow  as  much 
botanising  as  usual. 

The  Nature  Conservancy  issued  a  book  of  maps  showing  the  distribution 
of  the  50  commonest  plants  in  the  British  Isles.  Thirty-six  of  these  are 
recorded  in  all  our  10  km.  squares  and  there  are  another  20,  not  listed, 
which  are  also  in  all  our  squares.  Of  the  remaining  14  listed,  about  six  are 
unlikely  to  grow  in  the  south-east  of  the  county  as  there  are  no  suitable 
habitats  for  them,  no  woods,  no  permanent  pasture,  and  few  hedges.  If 
anyone  is  interested  to  hunt  for  these  absentees,  please  let  me  know. 


New  Records  1975 

Division 

Arenaria  leptoclados 

11 

K.  Payne 

Crataegus  oxyacanthoides 

2 

F.  Brasier 

Crepis  biennis 

6 

E.  J.  Gibbons 

Dactylorrhiza  incarnata 

15 

I.  Weston 

Dryopteris  pseudo  mas 

16 

E.  J.  G. 

Epipactis  helleborine 

2 

A.  Frankish 

Impatiens  glandulifera 

15 

E.  J.  G. 

Petasites  fragrans 

17 

I.  W. 

Potentilla  recta  (alien) 

14 

E.  J.  G. 

Rosa  rubiginosa  (?introduced) 

6 

E.  J.  G. 

Solanum  sarracoides  (alien) 

9 

I.  W. 

Symphoricarpos  rivularis 

17 

E.  J.  Redshaw 

MYCOLOGY 

H.  J.  Houghton 

The  year  1975  proved  for  the  most  part  to  be  very  dry,  and  during  the 
summer  and  early  autumn  collections  were  very  limited.  Despite  the  arid 
start,  however,  results  have  been  good,  and  many  new  records  have  been 
added  to  the  Divisions. 

Recording  has  taken  place  this  year  at  five  of  the  regular  Meetings  of  the 
Union,  as  follows:- 

The  Three  River  Heads  meeting  based  on  Spridlington  on  the  3rd  May 
provided  specimens  from  9  species.  Phellinus  igniarius,  several  specimens 
of  which  were  found  on  an  old  willow  tree,  and  three  others,  were  new 
divisional  records. 

The  Tattershall  Bridge  meeting  was  in  the  very  badly  worked  Division  18, 
and  of  the  specimens  from  21  species  collected,  no  less  than  19  were  new 
Divisional  records. 

Three  records  were  added  to  Division  7  at  the  meeting  in  Bardney  Forest/ 
College  Wood  on  the  12th  July,  and  two  to  Division  13  at  the  meeting  in 
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Mycology 


Martin  Wood  on  the  6th  September.  At  the  latter  gathering,  much  interest 
was  shown  in  a  specimen  of  Inonotus  hispidus  some  30  cm.  across. 

Miss  Grace  M.  Waterhouse  again  made  her  annual  pilgrimage  from  Kew 
into  Lincolnshire  to  lead  our  annual  Foray,  this  year  held  in  Norton  Disney 
Wood,  and  we  are  indebted  to  her  and  her  colleagues  at  Kew  once  again 
for  the  many  identifications  they  have  made  on  our  behalf.  73  species  were 
recorded  during  the  foray,  two  of  them,  Erisyphe  circaeae  and  the  rust 
Puccinia  lagenophorae  being  County  Records.  Fourteen  others  were  new  to 
Division  13,  an  already  well  worked  area,  and  the  rest  were  already  on 
record. 

Numerous  specimens  have  been  sent  in  by  many  members,  and  two  forays 
were  led  by  the  writer  at  Mere  Hill  Wood,  Brocklesby,  and  New  Close 
Wood,  Swallow.  These  efforts  produced  some  54  new  divisional  records, 
mainly  of  relatively  common  species,  filling  numerous  gaps. 


Fungus  Foray  at  Norton  Disney  Wood,  4th  October,  1975 
New  County  Records 

Erysiphe  circaeae  Junell  on  Circaea  lutetiana 
Puccinia  lagenophorae  Cooke  on  Senecio  vulgaris 


New  Records  for  Division  13 

Collybia  fusipes 
Hypholoma  sublateritium 
Mycena  galopus  (Dark  form) 
Psathyrella  conopilea 
Panaeolus  fimicola 
Serpula  pinastri 
Tvromyces  lacteus 


Acia  uda 

Dacromyces  stillatus 
A  uricularia  auricula 
Dasyscyphus  niveus 

Pucciniastrum  epilobii  on  Chamaenerion  angustifolium 
Erysiphe  heraclei  on  Heraclium  sphondyllum 
Erysiphe  polygoni  on  Polygonum  aviculare 


57  other  identifications  of  specimens  from  species  already  recorded  in  Division  13  were  made. 


Other  identifications 


New  County  Records 

Cladosporium  cladosporioides  (Fres.)  deVries  Div.  6 
Ganoderma  europaeum  Div.  13 


New  Divisional  Records 

Division 

Division 

Agrocybe  praecox 

18 

Stropharia  coronilla 

5 

Clitocybe  deal  bat  a 

3 

Tricholoma  imbricatum 

6 

Clitocybe  fragrans 

4 

Tubaria  furfuracea 

18 

Clitocybe  langei 

10 

Bjerkandera  adusta 

3,  18 

Conocybe  tenera 

18 

Coriolus  versicolor 

18 

Coprinus  atramentarius 

18 

Grifola  frondosa 

10 

Coprinus  cine  reus 

18 

Phellinus  ferruginosus 

6 

Cortinarius  anomalus 

6 

Phellinus  igniarius 

6 

Crepidotus  variabilis 

3 

Polyporus  brumalis 

11 

Galerina  hypnorum 

6 

Polvporus  varius 

3 

Gymnopilus  penetrans 

3,4,  11 

Tvromyces  stipticus 

6 

Hebeloma  longicaudum 

6 

Bo  vista  plumbea 

18 

Hebeloma  mesophaeum 

16 

1  u 

Hebeloma  sacchariolens 

4 

Bov  is  t  a  nigrescens 

18 

Lacrymaria  velutina 

4,  6 

Lycoperdon  ericetorum 

18 

Lactarius  vietus 

16 

Lycoperdon  perlatum 

18 

Melanoleuca  melaleuca 

7 

Acia  uda 

4 

Mycena  capillaris 

3,  6,  16 

A  uricularia  auricula 

18 

Mycena  inclinata 

18 

Exidia  glandulosa 

3 

Mycena  vitilis 

4 

Phlebia  merismoides 

4 

Omphalina  ericetorum 

11 

Stereum  purpureum 

3 

Paxil  1  us  involutus 

11 

Stereum  rugosum 

3 

Psathyrella  hydrophilum 

3 

Puccinia  coronata  on 

Psathyrella  spadiceo-grisea 

7 

Arrhenatherum  elatior 

18 

Russula  aeruginea 

11 

Puccinia  punctiformis  on 

Russula  bet ul arum 

11 

Cirsium  arvense 

18 

Russula  cyanoxantha 

11 

Puccinia  graminis  f.tritici 

Russula  nitida 

10 

on  Triticum  aestivum 

6 
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New  Divisional  Records  (cont.)  Division 

Melampsora  capraearum  on 
Goat  Willow  2 

Calycelia  citrina  4 

Dasyscyphus  niveus  7 

Daldinia  concentrica  18 

Epichloe  typhina  on 

Arrhenatherum  elatior  6 

Epicoccum  purpurascens  6 

Erisyphe  graminis  on 

Triticum  aestivum  6 

Helotium  scutula  6 

Hyphomyces  aurantius  on 

Coriolus  versicolor  4 


Division 


Hypoxylon  rubiginosum  4 

Lasiosphaeria  ovina  4 

Mollisia  cinerea  3 

Peziza  vesiculosa  18 

Scutellinia  scutellata  18 

Stilbum  erythrocephalum 

on  Trichia  floriformis  7 

Thaxteria  phaeostroma  6,13 
Trichoderma  viride  4 

Reticularia  lycoperdon  6 

Ly cogala  epidendrum  1 8 

Physarum  nutans  4 


LICHENOLOGY 

M.  R.  D.  Seaward,  m.Sc.,  Ph.D.,  f.l.s. 

Although  1975  was  not  an  outstanding  year  lichenologically  for  Lincoln¬ 
shire,  I  was  able  to  add  three  new  county,  two  new  vice-county  and  several 
divisional  records  to  our  list  as  a  result  of  a  field  trip  in  June  to  Risby, 
Theddiethorpe  and  Gibraltar  Point.  Mr.  E.  J.  Redshaw  has  continued  to 
provide  valuable  records  from  the  south  of  the  county  for  the  British 
Lichen  Society  Mapping  Scheme  —  his  most  notable  find  being  Usnea 
subfloridana  (see  below).  Mr.  R,  Nourish  made  a  chemotaxonomic 
examination  of  certain  Cladonia  material  in  my  herbarium,  as  a  result  of 
which  C.conistea  was  found  to  be  present  in  both  north  and  south 
Lincolnshire.  The  status  of  this  and  related  species  in  the  county  warrants 
further  investigation.  I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  B.  J. 
Coppins  and  Mr.  P.  W.  James  for  their  identification/confirmation  of  the 
more  critical  material. 

Records: 

Bacidia  nitschkeana  (Lahm  ex  Rabenh.)  Zahlbr.  on  elder,  Theddiethorpe  Nature  Reserve 
(div.  9),  June  1975,  MRDS  (det.  B.  J.  Coppins);  new  county  record. 

Caloplaca  lactea  (Massal.)  Zahlbr.  on  oolitic  limestone  wall,  near  Risby  Warren  (div.  2), 
June  1975,  MRDS  (conf.  B.  J.  Coppins);  new  county  record. 

Cladonia  conistea  (Del.)  Asah.  near  Appleby  (div.  2),  August  1963,  MRDS  (det.  R.  Nourish); 
new  county  record. 

Woolsthorpe  (div.  15),  July  1966,  MRDS  (det.  R.  Nourish);  new  vice-county  record. 

Lecanora  expallens  Ach.  on  elder,  Theddiethorpe  N.  R.  (div.  9),  June  1975,  MRDS. 

L.  polytropa  (Hoffm.)  Rabenh.  on  old  iron  can  in  rubbish  tip,  Risby  Warren  (div.  2),  June 
1975,  MRDS  (conf.  B.  J.  Coppins). 

Parmelia  subaurifera  Nyl.  on  elder,  Theddiethorpe  N.  R.  (div.  9),  June  1975,  MRDS. 

Protoblastenia  rupestris  (Scop.)  Steiner  on  oolitic  limestone  wall,  near  Risby  Warren  (div.  2), 
June  1975,  MRDS;  new  vice-county  record. 

Rinodina  exigua  (Ach.)  Gray  on  wooden  planks,  Gibraltar  Point  N.  R.  (div.  11),  June  1975, 
MRDS  (conf.  B.  J.  Coppins);  new  county  record. 

R.  subexigua  (Nyl.)  Oliv.  on  concrete,  Theddiethorpe  N.  R.  (div.  9),  June  1975,  MRDS. 

Usnea  subfloridana  Stirt.  several  small  thalli  (10-15  mm)  on  15-20  year  old  Salix  viminalis, 
Baston  Fen  N.  R.  (div.  16),  May  1975,  E.  J.  Redshaw  (conf.  P.  W.  James);  new  vice¬ 
county  record  —  known  only  from  one  other  site  in  Lincolnshire. 

Verrucaria  muralis  Ach.  on  concrete,  Theddiethorpe  (div.  9),  June  1975,  MRDS. 

Xanthoria  aureola  (Ach.)  Erichs,  on  concrete,  Theddiethorpe  N.  R.  (div.  9),  June  1975, 
MRDS. 

X.  candelaria  (L.)  Th.  Fr.  on  elder,  Theddiethorpe  N.  R.  (div.  9),  June  1975,  MRDS. 

X.  polycarpa  (Hoffm.)  Oliv.  on  elder,  Theddiethorpe  N.  R.  (div.  9),  June  1975,  MRDS. 
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VERTEBRATE  ZOOLOGY 

M.  Johnson,  f.z.s. 

The  highlight  of  the  year  has  been  the  sudden  increase  in  the  numbers 
of  feral  deer  reported  from  various  parts  of  the  county.  Reports  of  fallow 
deer  observed  in  Linwood  and  Willingham  forests  began  to  come  in  during 
April  and  at  this  time  I  also  received  a  report  from  the  forestry  pest  control 
official  regarding  the  sighting  of  two  tiny  deer  thought  to  be  Muntjac. 
During  May,  deer  were  reported  from  almost  every  wood  in  the  Wragby 
forest  area  and  numerous  tracks  were  found  in  Stainfield,  Great  West  and 
Newball  woods.  A  single  red  deer  was  seen  in  Stainfield  wood  and  forest 
workers  saw  parties  of  fallow  deer  consisting  of  from  three  to  eight  deer. 
Roe  deer  were  observed  and  heard  barking  in  Laughton  forest  and  in 
Newball  wood  where  a  single  roe  deer  antler  was  found.  Fallow  deer  have 
also  been  seen  in  the  woodlands  around  Woodhall. 

The  roe  deer  is  our  smallest  native  deer  and  it  has  a  shoulder  height  of 
twenty  six  inches  to  twenty  eight  inches,  that  is  about  the  height  of  a  great 
dane.  The  Muntjac  is  a  small  Asiatic  deer  which  has  become  established 
in  the  wild  mainly  due  to  escapes  from  Woburn  and  Whipsnade.  It  has  a 
shoulder  height  of  fifteen  to  eighteen  inches,  about  the  size  of  a  spaniel. 
The  mature  male  Muntjac  also  has  long  upper  canine  teeth  which  project 
below  its  lips  like  tusks. 

Many  new  pipistrelle  bat  records  have  been  received  via  the  health 
department  and  a  large  colony  of  one  hundred  and  eleven  was  reported 
by  Mr.  Duddington  as  being  found  in  a  house  loft  on  Scotter  Road, 
Scunthorpe.  Another  interesting  bat  record  was  that  of  two  long  eared  bats 
found  hanging  in  an  open  log  pile  during  November.  The  logs  were  situated 
at  the  side  of  a  ride  in  Bardney  forest. 

Reptiles 

Adders  have  again  been  reported  from  the  usual  localities  near  Linwood 
and  Kirkby  Moor  and  a  slow-worm  was  seen  near  Kingthorpe. 

Amphibians 

Common  frogs,  common  toads  and  smooth  newts  have  been  reported 
from  Holbeck,  common  frogs  and  smooth  newts  from  Welby  and  crested 
newts  and  smooth  newts  from  a  pond  near  Saxilby. 


LEPIDOPTERA 

J.  H.  Duddington 

Although  the  summer  of  1975  was  the  best  for  many  years  it  did  not 
prove  to  be  a  particularly  good  season  for  Lepidoptera.  Some  species  had 
a  good  year  but  others  did  not  turn  up. 

Weatherwise,  it  was  a  year  of  contrasts.  A  very  mild  spell  in  January 
encouraged  many  species  of  moth  to  emerge,  and  Mr.  M.  Townsend  found 
seven  species  in  his  moth  trap  on  January  10th  at  Burton  Pits  —  a  very 
early  date  for  some  of  them.  The  weather  then  changed  and  nights  were 
cold,  hibernated  larvae  which  had  commenced  to  feed  were  caught  by  the 
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late  spring  frosts  and  many  may  have  perished.  The  hot  dry  summer  may 
also  have  been  partly  responsible,  since  many  moths  with  subterranean 
pupae  would  find  it  very  difficult  to  emerge  through  the  hard  ground. 

I  have  received  reports  of  over  twelve  species  of  butterflies  being  observed 
in  small  town  gardens  and  some  species  are  breeding.  There  are  about 
85,000  acres  of  Nature  Reserves  in  England  and  Wales,  but  our  gardens 
make  a  far  greater  reserve,  and  probably  extend  to  about  a  million  acres. 

Growing  the  right  variety  of  plants  encourages  many  species.  In  my  small 
town  garden  I  have  a  border  of  Bladder  Campion  (S.  cucubalus)  and  in 
the  seedheads  the  larvae  of  the  Marbled  Coronet  (Hadena  conspersa), 
Campion  (H.  cucubali),  Lychnis  (H.  bicruris),  Tawny  Shears  ( H .  lepida), 
Sandy  Carpet  (Perizoma  flavofasciata)  and  Netted  Pug  (Eupithecia  venosata) 
moths  have  all  been  observed.  A  plant  of  Wormwood  in  the  garden  attracted 
a  female  Wormwood  Shark  Moth  (Cucullia  absinthii),  larvae  were  found  on 
the  flowerheads.  This  species  is  rare  in  Lines. 


Butterflies 

Of  the  Whites,  Large  White  (Pieris  brassicae)  and  Small  White  (P.  rapae) 
numbers  were  about  average,  although  some  years  they  are  increased  by 
immigrations. 

The  Orange-tip  (Anthocaris  cardamines)  is  continuing  to  flourish,  plant 
Sweet  Rocket  in  the  garden  and  the  green  larvae  will  be  found  feeding  on 
the  seed-pods.  The  Brimstone  ( Gonepteryx  rhamni)  is  now  on  the  wing  all 
over  the  county,  they  can  be  seen  as  early  as  February  and  as  late  as 
October.  Three  male  Brimstones  were  observed  for  a  week  in  a  Scunthorpe 
garden,  feeding  on  Buddleia.  The  larval  food  plant  is  Buckthorn,  but  it  is 
absent  in  some  areas,  so  there  may  be  an  alternative. 

The  satyrids  have  been  on  the  wing  in  fair  numbers  —  Small  Heath 
(Coenonympha  pamphilus),  Meadow  Brown  (Maniola  jurtima),  Gatekeeper 
(M.  tithonus),  Ringlet  (Aphantopus  hyperanthus).  Speckled  Wood  (Parage 
aegeria )  does  not  occur  in  NW  Lines.  The  Wall  (P.  megara)  had  a  very  good 
second  brood. 

Highlight  of  the  year  was  the  discovery  of  the  Grayling  (Hipparchia 
semele)  at  the  Risby  Warren  field  meeting,  the  only  other  colony  in  Lines, 
is  in  the  Messingham  area.  It  is  quite  possible  that  Risby  Warren  will  be  a 
golf  course  in  the  near  future,  though  Captain  Elwes  does  not  wish  to 
disturb  the  flora  and  fauna  of  scientific  importance  and  has  promised  if 
possible  to  leave  the  breeding  areas  undisturbed. 

The  migratory  Red  Admiral  ( Vanessa  atalanta)  and  Painted  Lady 
(Vanessa  cardui)  had  a  poor  year,  only  odd  ones  were  noted.  Peacock 
(Nymphalis  io)  and  Small  Tortoiseshell  (Aglais  urticae)  were  plentiful  after 
hibernation  and  again  in  late, summer  on  the  buddleias. 

Fritillaries  are  very  scarce  in  the  county,  one  reported  from  Gibraltar 
Point  but  not  identified.  But  looking  on  the  bright  side  the  Marsh  Fritillary 
(Euphydryas  aurinia)  has  been  seen  in  a  Lines,  locality  for  the  second  year. 

The  Common  Blue  (Polyommatus  Icarus)  is  still  increasing  in  numbers 
and  can  now  be  seen  on  road  verges.  The  more  local  Holly  Blue  (Celastrina 
argiolus)  was  scarce,  also  the  Chalkhill  Blue  (Lysandra  coridon)  where 
Lines,  is  its  most  northerly  habitat.  The  larval  foodplant,  Horseshoe  Vetch 
is  suffering  from  the  coarse  vegetation.  The  Small  Copper  (Lycaena  phlaes) 
was  seen  in  numbers  and  managed  a  third  brood. 


10  Lepidoptera 

Four  species  of  Skippers  have  again  been  noted.  Large  Skipper  (Ochlodes 
venata),  Small  Skipper  (Thymelicus  sylvestris),  Grizzled  Skipper  (Pyrgus 
malvae)  from  Bardney  and  Kirton  Lindsey  Quarries,  the  only  record  from 
the  North  of  the  county  for  many  years,  and  Essex  Skipper  (T.  lineola), 
which  has  now  spread  to  the  N.  Lines,  coast.  Chequered  Skipper  (Carter- 
ocephalus  palaemon)  may  now  be  extinct  in  its  Lincolnshire  habitats. 

The  Brown  Hairstreak  (Thecla  betulae),  White-letter  Hairstreak  (Strymonidia 
w-album)  and  Purple  Hairstreak  (Theda  quercus)  appear  to  be  holding  their 
own  in  the  Bardney  woodlands.  The  pretty  little  Green  Hairstreak  (Callophrys 
rubi)  is  abundant  on  the  Lincolnshire  coast  among  the  dunes  and  elders. 

Moths 

As  mentioned  above,  despite  the  wonderful  summer,  moths  have  not 
been  plentiful.  Again  looking  on  the  brighter  side  we  did  have  three  County 
records.  Mr.  P.  Gooseman  captured  in  his  garden  at  Alborough  a  Varied 
Coronet  Moth  (Hadena  compta)  and  another  one  was  recorded  by  Mr.  R. 
Pilcher  near  Louth.  This  attractive  little  moth  has  been  extending  its  range 
northwards  in  Europe.  The  first  one  was  captured  about  1870  and  only  a 
few  more  taken  up  to  1948.  In  that  year  in  Dover  a  Mr.  Youden  captured 

11  in  his  garden.  The  larvae  feed  on  Sweet  William  flowers. 

Two  more  County  records,  both  from  Mr.  R.  Pilcher  are  the  Campanula 
Pug  (Eupithecia  dinotata)  and  the  Barred  Rivulet  (Perizoma  unifasciata ) 
both  from  South  Thoresby. 

Among  Hawk  Moths  recorded  were  Poplar  Hawk  (Laethoe  populi), 
Eyed  Hawk  (Smerinthus  ocellatus)  and  Lime  Hawk  (Mimes  tiliae)  which 
can  be  met  with  up  to  the  Humber.  Also  Small  Elephant  Hawk  (Declephila 
porcellus)  —  scarce  in  the  north  of  the  county  —  Elephant  Hawk  (D.  elpenor), 
and  the  only  Humming-bird  Hawk  (Macroglossum  stellatarum),  seen  by 
Miss  J.  Gibbons  on  June  16th  in  her  Glentworth  garden. 

A  single  Bedstraw  Hawk  (Celerio  galii )  on  August  5th  and  a  Bordered 
Straw  (Heliothis  peltigera)  on  July  17th,  both  migrants,  were  observed  in 
Louth.  Larvae  of  the  large  migrant  Convolvulus  Hawk  (Herse  convolvuli) 
were  found  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Smith  on  the  26th  September  at  Frieston.  They 
pupated  successfully  and  the  moths  emerged  2nd  January,  1976. 

Mr.  M.  Townsend  reported  the  Rush  Wainscot  (Nonagria  algae)  as  quite 
plentiful  near  Lincoln  (County  Record  1974).  Mr.  T.  Jeffs  captured  a  Light 
Feathered  Rustic  (Agrostis  cineria)  on  July  2nd  at  Holbeck,  near  Horncastle. 
The  only  record  I  have  of  this  species  is  an  unconfirmed  report  from 
Ruskington,  1956. 

Other  interesting  species  recorded  are  given  below: 

Pearly  Under  wing  (Peridroma  saucia)  migrant,  Gib.  Pt.,  MT 
Light  Brocade  (Hadena  w-latinum)  Gib.  Pt.,  MT  (last  record  1958) 

Shore  Wainscot  (Leucaria  litoral  is )  Gib.  Pt.  Few  records,  MT 

Beautiful  Hook-tip  (Laspeyria  flexula)  Gib.  Pt.,  MT  (last  record,  Woodhall  Spa,  1964) 

Orange  Moth  (Angerona  prunaria)  Bardney,  very  local,  MT 

Fern  (Horisme  tersata)  Lincoln,  only  3  records,  MT 

Dusky  Sallow  (Eremobia  ochroleuca)  widespread.  REMP,  AES,  JHD 

Crescent  Striped  (Apamea  oblonga)  TJ 

Gold  Spangle  (Plusia  bractea)  widespread,  REMP 

Haworths  Minor  (Ce/aena  haworthii)  well  established,  Bardney,  REMP  (last  record 
Reynolds  and  Ferry  1878) 

Haworths  Pug  (Eupithecia  hawordiata)  REMP  (one  record,  F.  Whittle,  1909) 

Dotted  Border  Wave  (Sterrha  sylvestraria )  Scotton,  JHD 
Brindled  Ochre  (Dasypolia  templi)  Alkborough,  PG. 
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May  I  thank  the  following  members  for  kindly  sending  me  their  records 
and  observations:  Miss  E.  J.  Gibbons,  Mr.  R.  E.  M.  Pilcher,  Mr.  T.  Jeffs, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Smith,  Mr.  M.  Townsend,  Mr.  P.  Gooseman,  Mr.  E.  Mason, 
Mr.  F.  Brasier. 


CONCHOLOGY 

E.  J.  Redshaw,  g.l.s. 


Non-Marine 

In  1975  10km  “square-bashing”  was  centred  mainly  around  Lincoln,  but 
good  series  of  records  were  also  obtained  from  Thurlby,  the  West  Fen, 
from  the  Tetney/Thoresby  Bridge  area  and  from  Union  Field  Meetings. 
Nearly  300  new  records  were  added  to  the  squares  within  the  new  admini¬ 
strative  county.  A  similar  amount  of  recording  was  carried  out  in  South 
Humberside,  based  on  squares  in  the  Scunthorpe  area,  and  the  writer  is 
grateful  to  Mrs.  V.  Wilkin  for  this  survey  work  and  for  recording  at  the 
Field  Meetings.  Thanks  are  also  due  to  members  of  South  Park  School 
(per  Mr.  B.  Tear)  for  providing  specimens  from  Boultham  Lake  and 
environs. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  Conchological  Society’s  “Atlas  of  Freshwater 
and  Terrestrial  Molluscs”  will  be  published  during  1976  (the  Society’s 
Centenary  Year).  This  will  provide  an  up-to-date  base  line  for  future  survey 
work,  and  after  publication  all  new  10km  records  for  the  “county”  will  be 
noted  in  the  Union’s  Transactions. 


Probably  the  best  series  of  specimens,  in  1975,  were  recorded  at  Tetney 
Blow-wells  (LTNC  reserve)  where  no  less  than  50  species  were  found, 
including  26  aquatics.  Particularly  notable  was  the  variety  of  Ramshorn 
and  pond-snail  species,  and  the  small  pea  mussels  were  well  represented; 
the  complete  list  of  aquatic  species  is  as  follows: 


Valvata  crist  at  a  Muller 
Valvata  piscinalis  (Muller) 
Potamopyrgus  jenkinsi  (Smith) 
Bithynia  tentaculata  (L.) 
Lymnaea  truncatula  (Mull.) 
Lymnaea  palustris  (Mull.) 
Lymnaea  stagnalis  (L.) 
Lymnaea  auricularia  (L.) 
Lymnaea peregra  (Mull.) 

Physa  fontinalis  (L.) 
Planorbarius  corneus  (L.) 
Planorbis planorbis  (L.) 
Planorbis  vortex  (L.) 


Planorbis  albus  Mull. 

Planorbis  contortus  (L.) 
Acroloxus  lacustris  (L.) 

Succinea  pfeifferi  Rossmassler 
Unio  pictorum  (L.) 

Anodonta  anatina  (L.) 
Sphaerium  corneum  (L.) 
Sphaerium  lacustre  (Mull.) 
Pisidium  amnicum  (Mull.) 
Pisidium  milium  Held 
Pisidium  subtruncatum  Malm 
Pisidium  hibernicum  Westerlund 
Pisidium  nitidum  Jenyns 


Species  recorded  in  Dole  Wood,  Thurlby  included  the  typical  woodland 
species,  such  as  Clausilia  bident  at  a  (Strom),  Marpessa  laminata  (Montagu) 
and  Arion  subfuscus  (Draparnaud),  together  with  Acanthinula  aculeata 
(Mull.)  which  is  noted  as  an  indicator  of  ancient  woodland.  Also  of  interest 
was  the  presence  of  Cochlicopa  lubricella  (Stabile)  in  numbers  comparable 
with  the  more  common  Cochlicopa  lubrica  (Mull.) 


One  particular  item  of  interest  for  the  year  was  the  discovery  by  Mrs.  V. 
Wilkin  of  a  colony  of  snails,  at  Brumby  Common,  showing  the  character¬ 
istics  of  Physa  acuta  (Drap.).  Species  of  alien  Physa  are  notoriously  difficult 
to  determine;  however  this  record  may  constitute  an  addition  to  V.C.  54. 
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Marine 

As  the  basic  fieldwork  for  the  non-marine  species  nears  completion  we 
must  begin  to  think  about  more  comprehensive  recording  of  the  mollusca, 
and  include  marine  species  in  our  surveys.  The  Lincolnshire  and  South 
Humberside  coastline  falls  within  the  Conchological  Society’s  marine  census 
area  12,  which  covers  littoral  and  offshore  waters  between  Bridlington  and 
Gt.  Yarmouth,  and  it  is  difficult  to  extract  records  relating  to  our  own 
seaboard.  Recently  mapping  has  changed  to  the  10km  system  and  new 
records  for  the  county  will  follow  this  accepted  method. 

In  order  to  relate  old  and  new  records  to  broad  ecological  regions  and 
to  research  at  present  in  progress  in  the  Humber  and  Wash,  records  will 
be  segregated,  as  far  as  possible,  as  follows: 

HUMBER:  Natural  History  Divs.  1,  2,  3,  4. 

NORTH  SEA:  Natural  History  Divs.  9,  11. 

WASH:  Natural  History  Divs.  12,  17,  18. 

It  is  proposed  to  use  the  1919  check  list  “Marine  Shells  of  the  Lincoln¬ 
shire  Coast”,  by  Arthur  Smith,  as  a  base-line  after  scrutiny  by  the  Regional 
Marine  Recorder. 


REPORT  ON  THE  SMALL  STREAMS  SURVEY,  1975 

The  May  field  meeting  surveyed  the  headwaters  of  three  river  systems; 
the  streams  flowing  into  the  River  Till,  the  River  Ancholme  and  the  Barlings 
Eau.  Since  a  sufficient  number  of  members  attended  it  was  possible  to 
divide  the  third  group  and  look  at  both  middle  and  upstream  reaches  of 
the  Barlings.  The  Grid  references  of  sites  sampled  are  listed  below. 

Method 

Each  group  was  asked  to  select  three  or  more  streams  in  its  system  and 
to  carry  out  the  following  survey  over  25  m  at  a  chosen  site  on  each  one. 

1 .  Physical  features 

a)  Measure  the  width,  and  obtain  a  profile  of  the  stream  bed  by  measuring 
its  depth  at  15cm  intervals.  Note  shallows  and  deeps  in  the  stretch. 

b)  Measure  the  rate  of  flow  by  timing  a  floating  object  over  a  measured 
distance.  Note  whether  the  flow  is  even  or  varies  with  depth  and  width. 

c)  Describe  the  bank  —  e.g.  whether  cliffed,  60°  dredge  slope,  etc. 

d)  Describe  the  stream  bed  —  whether  sandy,  muddy,  gravel,  etc. 

e)  Describe  the  water  —  whether  clear,  cloudy,  muddy,  etc. 

2.  Vegetation 

Note  the  species  of  plants  present  a)  in  the  stream 

b)  on  its  edge 

c)  on  the  bank. 

Note  also  the  land  use  either  side  of  the  stream. 

3.  Fish 

Note  the  numbers  of  all  species  present  in  a  25m  stretch.  Work  upstream 
and  release  fish  downstream  when  identified. 

4.  Invertebrates 

Sample  30cm* 1 2 3 4  for  Gammerus  sp  (fresh-water  shrimps)  and  Asellus 
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(water-louse)  and  record  the  numbers  found.  Record  all  other  invertebrates 
and  collect  samples  of  molluscs  and  note  their  abundance. 

5.  Vertebrates 

Record  the  presence  —  runs,  droppings,  burrows,  etc.,  of  any  animal 
using  the  banks  of  stream.  Note  bird  species  using  the  stream. 

6.  Pollution 

Record  any  form  of  pollution  —  sewage,  plastic  bags,  cans,  etc. 


Sites 

Group  1.  River  Till 

Site  1.  Thorpe  in  the  Fallows.  SK  931807 

2.  Fulse  Hill  SK  909825 

3.  14  mile  W.  of  Blackthorn  Hill  SK  923826 

4.  1  mile  below  Fillingham  Lake  SK  922854 

5.  Turpin’s  Farm  SK  902851 

Group  2.  River  Ancholme 

Site  1.  Spridlington  TF  008852 

2.  Saxby  TF  008863 

3.  Owmby  TF  007873 

4.  Pilford  Bridge  TF  036886 

Group  3a  River  Barlings  middle  reaches 
Site  1.  Snelland  TF  075805 

2.  Stainton  TF  065774 

3.  Langworth  TF  079778 

Group  3b  River  Barlings  headwaters 
Site  1.  Hackthorn  TF  008827 

2.  Buslingthorpe  TF  082849 

3.  Rand  TF  101791 


Results 

1.  River  Till.  Of  the  five  stations  visited  in  the  upper  reaches  of  this 
river  system  nothing  was  recorded  (other  than  the  physical  features)  from 
the  Blackthorn  Hill  site,  as  the  stream  here  had  very  recently  been  dredged 
and  no  aquatic  life  was  demonstrated. 

All  other  stations  sampled  had  been  mechanically  cleared  at  some  time 
and  all  had  an  almost  uniform  stream  bed  and  sloping  banks.  All  these 
stations  had  10-spined  sticklebacks,  most  abundant  at  the  Turpin’s  Farm 
and  Fillingham  stations  (5  and  4/25  m  respectively).  3-spined  sticklebacks 
were  nowhere  abundant  and  only  recorded  at  the  Fulse  Hill  and  Fillingham 
sites,  3  and  l/25m  respectively.  Stone  loachs  were  also  recorded  at  two  sites. 
There  were  5/25  m  at  the  Thorpe  in  the  Fallows  station  and  no  less  than 
21 /25m  at  the  Fillingham  station.  The  Fillingham  station  was  approximately 
3.5km  below  the  lake  which  feeds  it  and  it  is  probable  that  much  nutrient 
material  comes  down  from  the  lake  to  support  these  numbers  of  fish.  This 
stream  also  seemed  to  have  had  much  longer  to  revert  to  a  more  normal 
state  than  the  other  sites,  the  bed  being  of  a  more  varied  composition,  and 
some  progress  made  towards  a  system  of  deeps  and  shallows. 

2.  River  Ancholme.  Three  of  the  4  stations  sampled  were  rather  close 
together,  though  on  different  streams  draining  the  limestone  dip-slope  at 
the  same  level.  The  stations  were  at  Spridlington,  Saxby  and  Owmby.  From 
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their  proximity  it  was  expected  that  they  would  show  a  great  degree  of 
similarity,  particularly  in  the  abundance  of  species  of  fish  and  abundance 
of  Gammerus.  In  fact  this  was  not  so  for  only  at  the  Saxby  station  was 
Gammerus  abundant  (  +  +  +  )  and  no  less  than  20  individuals  of  three  fish 
species  (Stone  loach,  3 —  and  10—  spined  stickleback)  were  found.  The 
Spridlington  site  had  fewer  Gammerus  (  +  +)  and  no  fish  while  at  Owmby 
there  were  no  Gammerus  and  only  one  10-spined  stickleback  was  found. 

The  main  physical  difference  between  the  Saxby  site  and  the  other  two 
was  the  water  flow.  At  Saxby  the  flow  was  twice  that  of  the  other  two  sites 
and  it  also  had  a  much  more  varied  stream  bed  with  deeps  and  shallows 
and  a  variation  of  stones  and  mud.  The  Owmby  and  Spridlington  sites  had 
been  dredged  some  years  previously,  but  the  Saxby  site  had  not  received 
this  treatment.  All  three  streams  flowed  through  arable  land  and  the  only 
tangible  evidence  of  pollution  was  some  scrap  iron  in  the  Owmby  stream. 

Further  downstream  on  the  Ancholme  proper  at  Pilford  bridge  the  water 
was  much  deeper  —  some  70cms  as  against  an  average  of  15  cm  at  the 
previous  sites  —  and  was  flowing  at  about  the  same  speed  as  at  the  Saxby 
site  over  an  undulating  muddy  bed.  Only  3-spined  sticklebacks  were  caught 
but  there  was  a  minimum  of  10  in  the  25m  length,  and  probably  more 
since  such  a  deep  wide  stream  was  really  too  big  for  sampling  with  the 
standard  net. 

The  mollusc  Lymnea  peregra  had  been  the  only  species  present  at  Saxby 
and  Spridlington  but  at  Pilford  bridge  5  species  of  aquatic  mollusc  were 
found. 

3.  River  Barlings.  The  samples  from  the  headwaters  and  middle 
reaches  of  this  system  presented  an  interesting  demonstration  of  the 
distribution  of  fish  species  along  a  river.  There  were  no  fish  at  the  highest 
upstream  site  at  Hackthorn  (this  was  at  a  similar  level  to  the  Spridlington 
site  on  the  Ancholme  system)  but  at  Buslingthorpe  3-spined  stickleback 
were  more  abundant  than  10-spined  and  there  were  3  stone  loach.  Lower 
still  at  the  Stainton  station  minnow  and  eel  were  recorded  for  the  first  time, 
in  addition  to  the  other  three  species,  though  10-spined  was  now  the  most 
abundant  species. 

At  the  Rand  site  stone  loach  was  the  most  abundant  species,  but  three 
gudgeon  were  also  caught,  and  again  an  eel.  At  white  bridge,  Langworth, 
close  to  the  main  river,  eel  and  minnow  were  not  recorded  but  chub  was 
caught  in  addition  to  the  other  species. 


P.  J.  Wilson,  A.  L.  Needham. 
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LINCOLNSHIRE  BIRD  REPORT  1975 

INTRODUCTION 


This  year’s  report  follows  the  now  well-established  pattern,  giving  a 
General  Bird  Report,  Ringing  Report,  and  a  write-up  of  the  various 
organised  activities  of  the  section.  This  latter  consists  of  four  papers,  two 
of  which  give  the  Lincolnshire  totals  and  background  to  the  B.T.O.  national 
surveys.  The  other  two  papers  are  concerned  with  a  winter  and  a  spring/ 
summer  survey  initiated  by  this  section. 

The  Lincolnshire  results  in  the  national  Rook  Census  for  1975  are  given, 
together  with  the  results  of  our  own  census  in  1969/70,  and  as  can  be 
seen  there  has  been  a  continuing  and  drastic  decline  in  numbers  since  1945. 
If  these  results  are  alarming,  then  some  compensation  can  be  found  in  the 
100%  increase  in  Great  Crested  Grebe  numbers  since  the  last  census  10  years 
ago.  Just  under  half  the  1975  total  are  on  the  gravel  workings,  which 
provide  a  new  habitat.  This  compensates  in  some  measure  for  the  loss  of 
habitat  due  to  increased  urban  development  —  to  which  gravel  extraction 
contributes. 

The  Redwing  survey  is  the  first  time  we  have  attempted  a  winter  census/ 
investigation  on  a  single  species  in  such  depth  and  as  can  be  seen  the  effort 
was  well  worth  while,  especially  interesting  since  it  took  place  during  an 
atypical  winter.  The  survey  monitored  the  dispersal  through  the  county 
during  the  winter,  giving  a  good  indication  of  the  apparent  low  numbers 
(though  comparable  information  from  previous  winters  is  lacking).  Observatory 
data  from  Dungeness  is  used  to  give  a  probable  explanation  for  this.  The 
Redwing  feeding  observations  are  particularly  interesting,  showing  as  they 
do  a  change  in  prefered  feeding  areas  as  the  winter  progressed. 

The  breeding  bird  survey  of  Dole  Wood  indicates  how  valuable  our 
South  Lines  woodlands  are,  compared  with  other  habitats.  The  results 
should  be  viewed  with  some  caution,  since  our  survey  took  place  at  what 
may  prove  to  be  the  peak  of  a  Wren  population  explosion,  and  our  total 
for  pairs/hectare  includes  Wood  Pigeon  and  House  Sparrow  —  two  species 
normally  excluded  from  other  Common  Bird  Census  results.  This  in  no 
way  detracts  from  the  value  of  the  work  and  it  is  hoped  to  continue 
censusing  LTNC  reserves  as  a  contribution  towards  their  management  plans. 

The  general  bird  report  shows  one  new  county  record  —  Rufous  Turtle 
Dove  —  and  such  rarities  as  Glossy  Ibis,  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper,  Gull¬ 
billed  Tern  and  Alpine  Swift.  The  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  was  last  recorded 
in  1906!  The  Duck/Geese  group  contains  an  interesting  set  of  records. 
Garganey  stayed  late  and  could  have  bred,  as  did  the  Wigeon  at  Baston 
Fen,  but  this  is  so  far  out  of  this  species  range  that  feral  stock  or  a 
“pricked”  bird  must  be  involved.  Eider  continue  to  increase  as  do  the 
records  for  Brent  Geese,  but  the  numbers  recorded  for  Grainthorpe  and 
Donna  Nook  may  be  the  same  flock. 

The  Grey  Wagtail  breeding  records  at  Scunthorpe  and  Louth  reflect  the 
national  population  fluctuation  and  the  number  of  passage  birds  seen  — 
see  Sharrock,  Bird  Study  16  17-24  (1969).  There  is  a  marked  lack  of  records 
for  Golden  Plover,  gulls,  breeding  corvids,  tits,  Nuthatch  and  buntings 
(though  surveys  are  in  hand  to  look  at  the  status  of  the  latter,  and  eventually 
the  finches  also).  A  census  of  Nuthatch  and  also  of  Tree  Pipit  would  seem 
to  be  indicated. 
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The  ringing  report,  although  including  all  birds  caught  on  passage  as 
well  as  those  breeding,  does  provide  a  valuable  indication  of  the  compara¬ 
tive  status  of  such  species  pairs  or  groups  as  Marsh  and  Willow  Tits, 
Common  and  Lesser  Whitethroats,  the  finches  and  the  two  Sparrows. 

The  county  seems  now  well  covered  by  bird-watchers  —  over  200 
contributed  in  some  way  to  this  report. 

The  first  and  last  dates  will  be  of  interest  to  all  watchers  who  eagerly 
record  the  first  arrival  of  spring  and  autumn  migrants.  It  is  worth  noting 
though  that  many  of  these  visitors  are  with  us  for  more  than  six  months 
and  we  know  more  about  their  arrival  and  departure  than  about  what  they 
do  and  how  they  fare  while  they  are  with  us. 

Peter  Wilson. 


FIELD  SECRETARY’S  REPORT 

1975  was  an  active  year  for  the  Ornithological  Section.  The  Redwing 
Survey,  initiated  in  the  autumn  of  the  previous  year,  was  carried  through 
to  April,  with  members  all  over  the  county  recording  flocks  in  their  chosen 
areas.  By  the  time  this  ended,  members  were  engaged  on  the  Rook  Survey, 
organised  by  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology  on  a  country-wide  basis. 
They  also  took  part  in  the  BTO  census  of  Great  Crested  Grebe.  These 
activities  were  followed  by  ‘Bunting  Walks’,  in  which  members  were  plotting 
the  incidence  of  birds  of  the  three  species  to  get  an  idea  of  the  relative 
abundance  in  different  types  of  habitat. 

A  field  meeting  on  15th  March  launched  the  investigation  of  Dole  Wood, 
near  Bourne,  to  provide  information  for  the  Lincolnshire  Trust  for  Nature 
Conservation  as  a  basis  for  future  management  plans.  It  proved  a  rewarding 
task  for  the  small  group  who  carried  it  on  through  the  breeding  season. 
Ten  other  field  meetings  were  held  during  the  year  in  different  types  of 
habitat.  Crowle  Waste  on  20th  April  was  full  of  singing  Willow  Warblers, 
Wren  and  Reed  Bunting  were  abundant  while  Snipe  drummed  overhead. 
Revesby  Reservoir  in  June  showed  the  Great  Crested  Grebe  and  Tufted 
Duck  to  advantage  as  well  as  woodland  birds.  Gibraltar  Point  at  high  tide 
on  7th  September  offered  massed  Oystercatchers  as  well  as  other  waders 
and  a  few  migrant  passerines  such  as  Whitethroat  and  Lesser  Whitethroat 
in  close  proximity.  Small  parties  of  Redwing  and  Fieldfare  were  seen  coming 
in  over  the  shore  at  Donna  Nook  on  19th  October,  but  an  attempt  to  watch 
overland  migration  from  Kirkstead  Bridge  on  15th  November  was  a  disaster 
—  it  proved  conclusively  that  neither  birds  nor  bird-watchers  were  migrating 
in  thick  fog  and  heavy  rain.  The  only  excursion  outside  the  county  was  to 
Lathkill  Dale  in  Derbyshire  in  July,  when  the  party  were  able  to  watch 
Dipper,  Grey  Wagtail  and  Redstart. 


N.  Goom. 
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ROOKERY  SURVEYS,  1969-70  and  1975 

During  the  years  of  the  Breeding  Bird  Survey  special  surveys  were  carried 
out  on  a  number  of  bird  species,  among  them  the  Rook.  In  1975  this  census 
was  repeated  as  part  of  the  National  Rookeries  census  organised  by  the 
BTO.  Both  sets  of  results  are  reported  here. 

Method 

In  order  to  make  the  count  as  easy,  and  therefore  as  accurate,  as  possible, 
the  earlier  survey  was  carried  out  in  two  parts.  In  the  first  year,  1969, 
observers  were  asked  to  tour  their  10km.  square  in  early  spring  and  to 
mark  on  the  tetrad  grid  provided  the  site  of  each  rookery  found.  Observers 
thus  gained  experience  in  finding  rookeries,  but  since  no  counts  were  asked 
for  it  took  relatively  little  time.  The  following  year,  using  this  experience 
and  the  previous  years  record,  the  actual  nest  count  was  made.  A  certain 
amount  of  rookery  movement  occurs  naturally  every  year  but  the  new  site 
is  generally  not  too  distant  from  the  old,  and  such  rookeries,  plus  those 
entirely  new  to  the  square,  were  probably  found.  Counts  were  made  between 
the  end  of  March  and  the  middle  of  May,  depending  on  the  area.  By  the 
last  third  of  April  most  nests  have  been  built  but  the  trees  are  not  yet  in 
full  leaf,  so  that  this  is  probably  the  optimum  time  to  count. 

The  1975  survey  was  carried  out  in  one  year,  though  as  far  as  possible 
the  same  observers  were  asked  to  count  each  10km.  square.  In  cases  where 
the  observer  was  entirely  new  to  the  area,  the  1970  records  were  available 
to  help. 

Results 

A  complete  count  of  rookeries  in  the  county  was  last  carried  out  by 
White  et  al  in  1944-45.  (see  White,  1947).  White  divided  the  total  number 
of  rookeries  counted  into  4  size  categories;  the  1970  and  1975  figures  are 
therefore  shown  in  the  same  categories  so  that  a  direct  comparison  can 
be  made  (see  Table  1). 

Table  2  shows  the  distribution  of  rookeries  in  the  two  count  years  by 
the  soil  type  of  the  tetrad  in  which  they  were  found,  grouped  into  5  main 
types.  Some  of  the  groups  are  obviously  heterogenous  in  origin  —  the 
sands,  for  example,  contain  both  river  deposits  and  blown  sands,  while 
both  calcareous  and  non-calcareous  soils  are  found  among  the  clays. 
Nevertheless,  soil  type  is  important  to  the  Rook  in  at  least  two  ways  —  it 
has  a  great  influence  on  the  type  of  farming  practiced,  and  it  also  affects 
the  number  and  species  of  invertebrates  present. 

The  first  column  of  Table  2  gives  the  %  area  of  the  county  occupied  by 
each  soil  type,  while  the  next  two  columns  give  numbers  of  rookeries  and 
of  nests.  From  these  figures  two  further  values  can  be  calculated  —  the 
average  rookery  size  (nests/rookery)  and  the  average  number  of  nests/ 
tetrad,  which  gives  an  idea  of  Rook  density  in  that  soil  type.  By  comparing 
each  of  these  values  with  the  overall  averages  for  the  county,  the  soil  types 
can  be  arranged  in  four  groups:- 

a)  Areas  where  both  the  number  of  nests/rookery  and  nests/tetrad  are 
above  the  county  average  —  i.e.  plenty  of  Rooks,  in  large  rookeries. 

b)  Areas  with  above  average  numbers  of  nests/rookery  but  low  numbers 
of  nests/tetrad  —  few  R.ooks,  in  large  rookeries. 

c)  Below  average  numbers  of  nests/rookery,  but  above  average  nests/ 
tetrad  —  plenty  of  Rooks,  dispersed  in  small  rookeries. 

d)  Areas  where  both  rookery  size  and  Rook  density  are  below  average  — 
few  Rooks,  in  small  rookeries. 
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Discussion 

Rooks  are  colonial  nesters,  but  a  colony  is  not  necessarily  the  best  way 
of  utilising  the  available  food  —  indeed  it  might  actually  mitigate  against 
it.  Colonies  may  well  have  other  functions,  but  in  sub-optimal  areas  their 
size  will  be  related  to  the  factors  of  food  and  nest-site  availability. 

Where  food  availability  is  low,  site  availability  will  be  largely  immaterial, 
and  the  situation  in  d)  above  could  be  expected  to  arise.  If  there  are  in  fact 
plenty  of  sites,  then  as  food  availability  increases  situation  c)  may  well  be 
found.  Where  sites  and  food  are  available  but  either  is  very  localised  a 
scattering  of  larger  rookeries  is  likely  to  be  found,  as  in  b),  and  when 
conditions  approach  the  optimum,  particularly  if  colonial  nesting  does 
offer  other  advantages,  then  both  Rook  and  rookery  numbers  will  increase, 
as  in  a). 

It  is  obvious  from  Table  1  that  Rook  numbers  in  all  areas  have  been 
decreasing  for  30  years,  and  furthermore  that  the  loss  has  been  greatest  in 
the  larger  rookeries.  Between  1945  and  1970  there  was  an  apparent  increase 
in  small  rookeries.  This  may  reflect  the  fact  that  only  seven  observers 
took  part  in  the  earlier  survey,  compared  with  nearly  70  in  1969-70  and 
again  in  1975,  and  where  a  correspondingly  shorter  time  can  be  given  to 
an  area  reason  suggests  that  it  is  the  smaller  rookeries  that  are  likely  to 
be  missed.  However  the  overall  decrease  —  more  than  1000  nests  per 
annum  —  is  real  and  for  this  several  reasons  have  been  suggested. 

1.  Rooks  are  a  species  regularly  shot  and  trapped  by  keepers  and  farmers. 
This  has  been  happening  for  many  years,  and  though  an  individual  rookery 
may  be  lost  it  is  the  experience  of  most  observers  that  it  has  little  or  no 
effect  on  Rook  numbers.  It  has  been  shown  (Murton  1970)  that  the  greatest 
mortality  occurs  among  juvenile  birds  in  the  first  few  months  post-fledging, 
so  that  the  customary  shooting  at  the  nest  merely  removes  part  of  the 
population  which  would  die  in  any  case. 

2.  Nest-sites  also  may  be  under  pressure  since  shelter-belts  and  copses, 
as  well  as  individual  trees,  have  been  removed  all  over  the  county.  It  is 
possible  that  this  factor  may  be  important  in  a  few  areas  where  nest-sites 
have  always  been  scarce,  but  in  other  areas  large  rookeries  have  declined 
or  disappeared  from  an  untouched  site.  Another  factor  linked  to  this  may 
be  that  of  disturbance  due  to  increasing  urbanisation.  Rookeries  have 
disappeared  in  areas  where  large  housing  estates  have  sprung  up  around 
villages,  even  when  the  nest-site  remained  untouched. 

3.  The  most  probable  explanation  for  the  decline  is  diminishing  availa¬ 
bility  of  food,  and  this  can  be  linked  directly  to  changes  in  agricultural 
methods  in  the  county  in  post-war  years.  In  1945  there  were  357,544  acres 
of  permanent  grassland  in  the  county;  by  1965  this  was  down  to  249,921 
acres,  and  by  1973  (the  last  year  for  which  figures  are  available)  to  193,697 
acres.  Although  Rooks  will  also  feed  on  plough  it  has  been  shown  (Moore, 
1966)  that  in  grassland  65%  of  invertebrates,  which  are  an  important  food 
item  of  the  Rook,  especially  in  spring  and  summer  (Holyoak,  1968),  are  in 
the  top  \  Vi  inches  of  the  soil,  while  in  plough,  only  25%  are  in  this  layer. 
Plough  itself  supports  less  invertebrate  life  than  grassland,  and  in  addition 
use  of  insecticides,  which  will  remove  prey  items,  has  increased.  Also,  while 
the  increase  in  grain  planting,  which  is  concurrent  with  this  loss  of  grass¬ 
land,  would  of  itself  be  beneficial  to  Rooks,  routine  use  of  poisonous 
seed-dressings  has  the  opposite  effect. 


P.  J.  Wilson,  A.  L.  Needham. 
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No.  of  Nests 

1945 

1970 

1975 

2  -  25 

479 

523 

432 

26  -  75 

335 

171 

126 

76  -  200 

133 

34 

30 

200  + 

30 

3 

— 

Total  rookeries: 

977 

731 

588 

Total  nests: 

45,110 

17,614 

12,513 

Av.  nests/rookery: 

46 

24 

21 

Table  1.  Change  in  Size-Distribution  of  Rookeries, 

1945-1975 

Soil  type 

%  area  of  No.  of  Rkies. 

No.  of  nests 

Av.  nests/ 

Av.  nests/ 

county 

rookery 

tetrad 

Alluvium, 

’70 

’75 

’70 

’75 

’70 

’75 

’70 

’75 

fen  and  peat 

Isle  of  Axholme 

3.8 

10 

10 

172 

222 

17 

22 

2.5 

3.5 

Ancholme  valley 

1.4 

— 

2 

— 

43 

— 

22 

— 

0.9 

Outmarsh 

6.0 

22 

20 

538 

519 

24 

26 

5.7 

4.9 

Fens 

22.9 

112 

64 

1270 

683 

11 

11 

3.4 

1.8 

Limestone 

Lincoln  Edge 

12.8 

121 

83 

3602 

2024 

30 

24 

17.4 

11.4 

Clays 

Kesteven  uplands 

7.6 

100 

76 

1822 

1342 

18 

18 

14.8 

9.9 

Axholme  clay 

1.0 

10 

5 

357 

185 

36 

37 

18.8 

9.7 

Witham  valley 

4.6 

33 

22 

807 

427 

24 

19 

10.9 

6.4 

Gainsborough 

3.8 

25 

16 

593 

304 

23 

19 

8.5 

4.3 

Wragby  clays 

9.4 

133 

92 

4345 

2422 

33 

26 

25.4 

14.1 

Middlemarsh 

8.3 

49 

70 

794 

1446 

16 

21 

7.0 

9.6 

Sands 

Witham  sands 

3.3 

16 

24 

519 

429 

32 

18 

20.0 

7.2 

Rase  valley 

2.0 

16 

20 

426 

817 

27 

41 

13.3 

22.1 

Scunthorpe 

2.0 

14 

6 

387 

65 

28 

11 

10.8 

2.5 

Fen  edge 

3.8 

38 

31 

1127 

452 

30 

15 

16.3 

6.7 

Chalk 

Wolds 

7.3 

32 

47 

856 

1133 

27 

24 

11.9 

9.0 

Total 

Average  values 

731 

588 

17614 

12513 

24 

21 

11.3 

7.4 

Table  2.  Distribution  of  Rooks  and  Rookeries  by  Soil  Type 
Notes 

1.  Soil-types  after  Jukes-Brown,  1895.  Adapted  to  place  each  tetrad  in  one  “type”  with 
some  obvious  small  inaccuracies.  Geographical  names  have  been  used  to  identify  the 
areas,  rather  than  the  more  correct  geological  ones,  for  the  sake  of  simplicity. 

2.  As  a  corollary  of  the  above,  small  movements  of  rookeries  may  place  them  in  a  different 
tetrad.  An  instance  of  this  can  be  seen  in  the  apparent  increase  in  both  rooks  and 
rookeries  in  the  Rase  valley  sands,  with  a  decrease  in  the  Wragby  clays.  This  was  due 
to  the  movement  of  two  large  rookeries,  whose  feeding  area,  however,  remained  in  the 
Wragby  clays. 
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GREAT  CRESTED  GREBE  SURVEY  1975 

The  1975  Grebe  enquiry  proved  to  be  very  successful  with  more  than  40 
observers  visiting  118  sites  (see  tables  2  and  3)  of  which  51  held  Great 
Crested  Grebes.  This  compares  with  23  waters  holding  Grebes  in  the  last 
census  in  1965.  (See  map).  According  to  the  survey  the  population  has 
doubled  since  then  from  101  adult  birds  counted  in  1965  to  204  in  1975. 
It  is  possible  there  was  better  observer  coverage  in  the  present  survey,  but 
even  so  probably  only  a  few  birds  were  missed  in  1965.  The  greatest  increase 
has  occured  in  the  north,  now  South  Humberside,  and  in  the  NE  quarter 
of  the  new  Lincolnshire.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  14  Grebes  were  counted 
on  the  River  Witham  at  5  different  sites  between  Greetwell  Hall  and  Holland 
Fen.  Although  no  young  were  seen  they  are  known  to  breed  regularly  in 
one  or  two  places.  Two  birds  were  also  reported  on  the  River  Welland.  All 
the  others  were  on  man-made  waters  and  table  1  shows  the  importance  of 
gravel  and  ballast  pits  as  a  breeding  site  for  Great  Crested  Grebes,  just  over 
45 %  being  recorded  on  these  workings. 

Table  1. 


Habitat 

Adult  Great  Crested 
Grebes  counted 

Percentage 

Gravel  and  ballast  pits 

93 

45.36 

Reservoirs 

35 

17.1 

Ornamental  Lakes 

28 

13.66 

Clay  Pits 

20 

10.24 

Rivers 

16 

7.8 

Mineral  Workings 

6 

2.92 

Fish  Ponds 

4 

1.95 

Settling  Ponds 

2 

0.97 

Total  204 


Names  of  observers  are  marked  with  a  G  in  the  List  of  Contributors. 

R.  B.  Wilkinson. 
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KEY 

x  1965  only 
•  1975  only 
o  Both  years 
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Map  showing  distribution  of  waters  having  Great  Crested  Grebes  in 

1965  and  1975 
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Number  of  Birds 


Site 

Grid  reference 

1965 

Counted  Estimated 

1975 

Counted  Estimated 

Habitat 

South  Humberside 

Burton  Stather 

SE863178 

2 

2 

C.P. 

Sawcliffe  Lake 

903126 

2 

2 

M.W. 

Lindholme  Lake 

734065 

2 

2 

4 

4 

O.L. 

Messingham  Quarry 

914042 

2 

4 

G.P. 

Ashby  Ville 

921084 

4 

4 

B.P. 

Brigg,  Silversides 

992067 

2 

2 

Barton  Broads 

TA033228 

3 

4 

C.P. 

Peerman’s  Pit 

037223 

1 

2 

C.P. 

Barton  Pits 

039233 

1 

2 

C.P. 

Barrow  Haven  west 

060233 

2 

2 

C.P. 

Foster’s  Pit 

064237 

1 

2 

C.P. 

New  Holland  east 

088247 

1 

2 

C.P. 

Winter’s  Pit 

154212 

1 

2 

C.P. 

South  Killingholme  Haven 

184173 

1 

2 

C.P. 

North  Killingholme 

165198 

4 

4 

C.P. 

Lincolnshire 

Norton  Place  Lakes 

SK975907 

2 

2 

O.L. 

Fillingham  Lake 

942859 

2 

2 

6 

6 

O.L. 

Coulson  Road  Pit 

957714 

3 

3 

B.P. 

Burton  Pits  N.R. 

943743  ( 

5 

5 

3 

3 

G.P. 

Burton  Pits  N.R. 

945738  t 

2 

2 

G.P. 

Inns  Pit 

945675  1 

4 

4 

G.P. 

Hartsholme  gravel  pit 

945685 

2 

2 

5 

6 

G.P. 

Hartsholme  lake 

944696 

4 

5 

O.L. 

Whisby  gravel  pit 

922677  ) 

3 

3 

G.P. 

Whisby  gravel  pit 

909668  f 

f. 

£ 

1 

1 

G.P. 

Whisby  gravel  pit 

915676  f 

O 

3 

3 

G.P. 

Whisby  gravel  pit 

905667  ) 

2 

2 

G.P. 

Thorpe-on-Hill  gravel  pit 

913667 

2 

2 

G.P. 

Freiston  Lake,  Caythorpe 

944473  / 

2 

2 

M.W. 

Frieston  Lake,  Caythorpe 

942471  f 

z 

z 

2 

2 

M.W. 

Syston  Park 

934409  J 

2 

2 

2 

2 

O.L. 

Harlaxton  Manor  Ponds 

890330 

2 

2 

3 

4 

O.L. 

Denton  Reservoir 

870337 

8 

8 

14 

15 

R. 

Croxby  Pond 

TF197997 

2 

4 

F.P. 

Covenham  Reservoir 

345960 

7 

7 

R. 

Fulstow  Pit 

335978 

1 

2 

C.P. 

Donnington  Fish  Pond 

232819 

2 

2 

F.P. 

Biscathorpe  Fish  Pond 

River  Witham 

232842 

2 

2 

F.P. 

(nr.  Greetwell  Hall) 

River  Witham 

018711 

5 

6 

Rv. 

(C.  Willingham  to  Fiskerton) 

040714 

2 

2 

Rv. 

Fiskerton  Brick  Pit 

079719 

3 

3 

C.P. 

West  Ashby  gravel  pit 

251724 

2 

2 

G.P. 

Huttoft  Pit 

River  Witham 

533793 

2 

2 

C.P. 

(’1  mile  SE  of  Southrey) 

151657 

1 

1 

Rv. 

Bardney  Ponds 

115680 

2 

2 

S.P. 

Kirkby-on-Bain  Pits 

236613 

5 

5 

4 

4 

G.P. 

Revesby  Reservoir 

305635 

5 

5 

14 

14 

R. 

Thorpe  Culvert 

River  Witham 

471603 

1 

1 

C.P. 

(Kirkstead  to  Tattershall  Bg.) 

190590 

2 

2 

Rv. 

Tattershall  Old  Pits 

195595 

4 

4 

G.P. 

Tattershall  Castle  Pits 

205570 

4 

4 

1 

1 

G.P. 

Culverthorpe  Lake 

020400 

2 

2 

3 

4 

O.L. 

Sleaford  Ballast  Pit 

085450 

2 

2 

B.P. 

River  Witham  (Holland  Fen) 

258485 

4 

4 

Rv. 

Grimsthorpe  Lake 

040220 

11 

13 

4 

4 

O.L. 

Langtoft  Pits 

113110 

4 

4 

7 

8 

G.P. 

Baston  Common 

135145 

3 

3 

10 

12 

G.P. 

River  Welland 

235130 

2 

2 

Rv. 

Deeping  St.  James 

180080  ) 

14 

14 

10 

10 

G.P. 

Deeping  St.  James  (The  Mere) 

175082  j 

14 

14 

G.P. 

Tallington/West  Deeping 

100095 

9 

9 

10 

12 

G.P. 

Totals 

*101 

*103 

204 

227 

Key  to  Habitats 


C.P. 

Clay  Pit 

S.P. 

Settling  Ponds 

G.P. 

Gravel  Pit 

M.W. 

Mineral  workings 

B.P. 

Ballast  Pit 

R. 

Reservoir 

O.L. 

Ornamental  Lake 

Rv. 

River 

F.P. 

Fish  Ponds 

*Excluding  Woolsthorpe  Lake  (Leics.) 
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Table  3. 

Negative  reports  were  received  from  the  following  sites. 


Site 

Grid  reference 

Site 

Grid  reference 

Scotton  Common 

SE850995 

*Beyons  Manor 

TF159901 

South  Ferriby 

cu 

970207 

Toft  Newton  Reservoir 

036875 

Crowle  gravel  pits 

775114 

^Market  Rasen  Pits 

120890 

The  Thistles 

877067 

*Benniworth  Haven 

228825 

The  Manor,  Brumby 

870087 

*Wykeham  Hall 

222880 

Twigmoor 

939060 

*South  Elkington  Hall 

298879 

Scawby  Park 

970063 

Sutton  Ings  Pit 

503808 

Brigg  (Westrum) 

999065 

*Sudbrooke  Park 

045760 

area 

Barton-on-Humber  (west) 

TA015230 

*Barlings  Pit 

077751 

Barton  to  Barrow  Pits 

050234 

*Sturton  Park 

210750 

New  Holland  West 

075240 

Asterby  Lake 

268790 

Goxhill  Pits 

103245 

Nell  Spur 

345705 

Dawson  City  Pits 

130252 

South  Ormsby  Hall 

368755 

Melton  Ross 

087112 

Well  Vale 

450736 

Newsham  Lake 

130131 

Chapel  Pit 

558740 

Brocklesby  Lake 

131120 

*Bogs  Nook 

202650 

Cadney  Reservoir 

020035 

area 

*Kirkby  Moor 

224618 

Barnetby  Station 

052096 

*Mareham-on-the-Hill 

291685 

Thornock 

SK834916 

*Revesby  Estate 

310632 

Wharton  Wood 

845921 

Burgh-le-Marsh  Pit 

512648 

Skellingthorpe  Pits 

935705 

area 

Ashby  Hall 

054552 

Riseholme  Lake 

982755 

Heath  Farm 

053570 

N.  Scarle  gravel  pit 

850658 

*Rauceby  Park 

030458 

Swinderby  gravel  pit 

885612 

*Aswardby  Park 

063400 

area 

Apex  N.  Hykeham 

927664 

*Flower  Pot 

086427 

Bracebridge  Pit 

972672 

Wyberton  Fen  Pit 

300436 

Frieston  Lake 

943477 

South  Parade  Pit 

313435 

Ancaster  gravel  pit 

976437 

Boston  Pit 

322443 

Denton  Fish  Pond 

864323 

Kitchens  Bridge  Pit 

330477 

Belton  Park 

930390 

Holywell 

005160 

Stoke  Rochford  Park 

919276 

Stoke  Rochford  Park 

920284 

*  Habitat  section  completed  on  census  card. 
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WINTERING  REDWING  SURVEY  1974/75 

The  Redwing  Survey  of  1974/75  was  the  first  attempt  of  the  LNU 
Ornithological  Section  to  monitor  the  numbers  and  activity  of  a  winter 
visitor  throughout  the  length  of  its  stay  in  Lincolnshire. 

The  Redwing  was  chosen  for  several  reasons.  It  is  a  largish  bird,  fairly 
conspicuous  and  familiar  to  most  bird-watchers.  In  winter  it  is  widely 
distributed  about  the  county,  is  gregarious  and  haunts  mostly  open  ground. 
All  these  factors  make  it  an  easy  bird  to  count  and  watch.  Also,  since  the 
size  of  the  native  British  population  is  negligible,  and  the  species  does  not 
breed  in  Lincolnshire,  it  can  be  assumed  that  all  the  birds  involved  were  in 
fact  winter  visitors.  Finally  none  of  our  surveys  to  date  had  particularly 
concerned  the  Thrush  family,  of  which  of  course,  the  Redwing  is  a  member. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  widest  possible  distribution  of  observers,  the 
Survey  was  publicised  via  the  LNU,  local  groups  of  the  RSPB  and  the 
LTNC,  and  in  the  local  press.  Approximately  120  people  volunteered  or 
agreed  to  help,  and  completed  surveys  and/or  other  information  were 
eventually  received  from  73  individuals  and  groups.  Considering  the  length 
of  time  —  over  6  months  —  for  which  the  Survey  ran,  and  the  paucity  of 
sightings  in  some  areas,  this  is  a  very  satisfactory  return. 

Survey  method  and  Site  Description 

Observers  were  asked  to  choose  a  site  they  passed  or  saw  regularly  and 
to  record  for  each  week  the  maximum  number  of  Redwings  present  at  one 
time  in  the  chosen  area.  They  were  also  asked  to  note  any  habitat  changes 
during  the  week  and  to  briefly  describe  the  weather.  Separate  sections  of 
the  survey  sheet  asked  for  dates  of  first  and  last  sightings  and  for  details 
of  casual  observations  of  Redwings  anywhere  else  in  the  county. 

Those  sites  for  which  observations  —  even  “nil”  ones  —  were  made  for 
at  least  20  of  the  26  weeks  were  designated  “permanent  stations”.  This 
unfortunately  ruled  out  some  sites,  particularly  those  whose  observer 
started  late.  However  the  information  was  not  lost,  but  was  treated  with 
the  casual  observations.  In  all  the  requested  data  was  supplied  for  60 
permanent  stations.  The  distribution  of  tetrads  with  permanent  stations  is 
shown  on  the  map. 

There  was  a  tremendous  variation  in  size  and  type  of  area  selected, 
from  a  Vi  acre  garden,  through  a  variety  of  playing  fields,  waste  ground, 
meadows,  etc.,  to  whole  farms  of  several  hundred  acres.  In  a  number  of 
cases  no  size  was  given  by  the  observer;  for  some  of  these  an  approximate 
size  could  be  obtained  from  a  map,  but  in  others  it  wasn’t  possible.  All 
totals  are  therefore  subject  to  a  certain  error,  but  bearing  this  in  mind, 
the  total  area  surveyed  was  just  over  2100  acres  or  850  hectares. 

RESULTS 
1.  Arrival 

If  sites  of  first  sightings  are  mapped  in  3-day  intervals  (which  partly 
cancels  the  week-end  bias  in  observations)  it  would  seem  that  “waves”  of 
Redwings  reached  the  coast  at  the  end  of  September,  and  then  during 
October  4-6,  10-12  and  19-21. 

The  Gibraltar  Point  B.O.  figures  also  show  a  few  birds  through  at  the 
end  of  September,  and  then  peak  figures  during  the  periods  5-8,  10-14, 
and  on  the  21st  October.  Total  numbers  arriving  via  Gib.  compared  well 
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with  the  previous  two  Octobers,  when  maximum  daily  recorded  numbers 
were  400  in  each  case.  In  1974  totals  of  400+  were  recorded  on  8  days. 

Weekly  records  from  both  the  permanent  stations  and  casual  observations 
show  high  numbers  along  the  coast  throughout  October,  with  increasing 
numbers  in  the  south-west  of  the  county  by  the  end  of  the  second  week. 
During  the  third  week  large  flocks  of  Redwings  were  recorded  in  the  fens 
around  Spalding,  and  by  the  end  of  the  month,  on  the  Wolds. 

2.  Wintering  Numbers  and  Distribution 

Arrival,  as  judged  by  observation  and  bird  observatory  reports  was 
normal  throughout  October  and  early  November.  However  there  was  no 
build-up  of  numbers  in  the  county  and  by  mid-December  it  was  obvious 
that  the  number  of  Redwings  being  recorded  was  much  lower  than  expected. 
The  mid-winter  period  was  exceptionally  mild,  which  would  have  accounted 
for  a  lack  of  sightings  in  and  around  towns,  but  apart  from  a  few  favoured 
areas  there  were  equally  few  Redwings  to  be  found  out  in  the  country. 

A  possible  reason  for  this,  related  to  the  weather  was  overlooked  for 
some  time  simply  because  the  winter  was  so  mild.  We  are  indebted  to 
Mr.  D.  Rayner,  Head  Forester,  Willingham  Forest,  for  the  use  of  his 
daily  weather  records,  which  go  back  to  1968.  On  comparing  daily  max. 
and  min.  temperatures  and  monthly  rainfall  for  this  winter  with  the  previous 
five  years,  it  was  immediately  obvious  that  October  1974,  was  the  coldest, 
and  particularly  the  wettest,  October  in  this  time.  The  rainfall  was  140mm 
at  Market  Rasen,  compared  with  an  average  for  the  month  of  29mm  and  a 
previous  maximum  of  48mm.  It  seems  probable  that  the  arriving  Redwings, 
finding  these  conditions,  simply  carried  on  south. 

Some  confirmation  of  this  theory  can  be  obtained  from  the  numbers 
recorded  at  South  coast  observatories.  The  table  below  shows  total  monthly 
counts  of  Redwings  at  Dungeness  for  the  years  1970-74. 


September 

October 

November 

December 

1970 

1 

1127 

167 

38 

1971 

0 

236 

183 

9 

1972 

13 

1270 

34 

0 

1973 

0 

2656 

266 

401 

1974 

0 

6782 

224 

26 

Table  1.  Autumn  Passage  of  Redwings  through  Dungeness  B.O.,  1970-74 


It  can  be  seen  from  the  table  that  there  was  a  highly  significant  increase 
in  numbers  recorded  for  October  1974.  In  addition  several  southern  counties 
reported  unusually  large  numbers  in  October.  For  example  the  Surrey  Bird 
Report  documents  “the  largest  passage  movement  (i.e.  of  Redwings)  ever 
recorded  in  the  county’’  on  26th  October,  1974. 

The  total  numbers  of  Redwings  recorded  each  week  on  the  Lincolnshire 
permanent  stations  are  shown  in  the  table  below. 


OCT.  5 

629 

DEC.  14 

534 

FEB.  22 

406 

12 

1701 

21 

371 

MAR.  1 

306 

19 

2077 

28 

358 

8 

231 

26 

2425 

JAN.  4 

304 

15 

294 

NOV.  2 

828 

11 

252 

22 

528 

9 

890 

18 

337 

29 

295 

16 

412 

25 

362 

APR.  5 

133 

23 

248 

FEB.  1 

277 

12 

75 

30 

482 

8 

372 

19 

32 

DEC.  7 

386 

15 

338 

Table  2.  Wintering  Redwing  numbers  on  Permanent  Stations,  1974-75 
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The  table  shows  a  build-up  throughout  October,  followed  by  a  steep  drop 
as  the  birds  left.  During  December  there  appears  to  be  a  slight  rise,  perhaps 
due  to  a  winter  movement  of  birds  down  from  the  north,  and  from  then 
until  the  end  of  March  numbers  fluctuate  around  the  300-350  level.  In 
March  there  appears  to  be  another  peak,  which  is  borne  out  by  reports  of 
large  flocks  on  permanent  stations  in  the  fens  and  wolds,  and  finally  the 
numbers  drop  off  very  rapidly  as  the  birds  leave  to  return  to  their  breeding 
areas. 

During  this  time  the  distribution  over  the  county  is  not  even  and  the 
permanent  stations  can  be  grouped  into  areas  to  allow  calculations  of  density 
to  be  made. 

1.  The  coastal  stations  (283  ha.)  show  very  large  peaks  throughout 
October,  the  drop  in  November  and  two  smaller  peaks  in  December.  After 
this  the  numbers  average  about  40  birds/ 100  hectares,  though  there  are 
two  dips,  one  at  the  end  of  January,  the  other  in  early  March.  A  factor 
which  may  account  for  this  is  that  these  were  the  only  periods  of  Easterly 
winds  throughout  the  winter.  Numbers  decrease  from  the  end  of  March, 
but  several  stations  reported  Redwings  still  present  in  the  third  week  of 
April. 

2.  The  fenland  stations  (126  ha.)  had  the  highest  overall  density,  averaging 
90  Redwings/100  ha.  for  much  of  the  winter.  However  this  area  also  in¬ 
cludes  the  Witham  valley  below  Lincoln,  where  very  few  Redwings  were 
seen  at  all,  so  that  the  true  density  in  the  South-East  must  have  been  even 
higher.  This  was  the  last  area  the  birds  reached  in  any  numbers,  and  the 
first  to  be  deserted.  Only  one  station  still  had  Redwings  in  the  first  week 
of  April. 

3.  The  upland  regions  of  the  Wolds  and  limestone  Edge  (340  ha.)  showed 
an  early  and  large  peak,  but  then  the  numbers  fell  right  away  to  average 
perhaps  20-25/100  ha.  The  stations  in  these  areas  show  an  interesting 
relationship  to  those  in  area  4,  the  towns.  Dips  in  the  numbers  of  Redwings 
on  the  uplands  correspond  exactly  to  peaks  in  the  towns.  One  such  occurs 
at  the  end  of  February,  and  corresponds  with  a  cold  snap.  However  an 
earlier  swing  at  the  end  of  December  has  no  obvious  meteorological  cause. 

4.  The  towns  (131  ha.).  Average  numbers  were  similar  to  those  of  the 
uplands,  apart  from  the  peaks  mentioned  above.  There  was  no  autumn  peak, 
but  the  birds  did  stay  well  into  April.  Many  observers  with  stations  in  and  close 
to  towns  saw  few  or  no  Redwings  this  year,  compared  with  the  stations  in 
the  country,  although  the  density  was  similar.  This  probably  reflects  the 
difference  in  plot  size  chosen,  since  25  Redwings/100  ha.  is  only  half  a  bird 
per  5-acre  cricket  field,  and  many  town  sites  were  of  this  order  of  size. 

Finally,  care  must  be  taken  in  extrapolating  too  far  from  these  figures. 
This  is  a  very  biased  sample,  since  the  sites  were  all  deliberately  chosen  as 
having  held  Redwings  in  previous  years. 


3.  Feeding 

The  table  below  shows  feeding  situations  (as  percentage  of  all  observations) 
of  Redwings  for  each  month  of  the  winter.  Only  those  observations  which 
definitely  state  that  the  birds  were  feeding  have  been  used,  and  the  total 
number  of  birds  involved  each  month  is  also  given. 
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Numbers 

‘Disturbed’ 

‘Undisturbed’ 

Berries/ 

Month 

observed 

Plough 

grass 

grass 

fruit 

October 

4230 

2.7 

65.0 

13.3 

19.0 

November 

2354 

0.3 

45.5 

36.1 

18.1 

December 

1626 

3.2 

60.1 

35.5 

1.2 

January 

1168 

10.6 

21.1 

68.0 

0.3 

February 

1516 

11.3 

27.1 

61.6 

0.0 

March 

1170 

7.4 

27.5 

65.1 

0.0 

Table  3.  Feeding  Situations  of  Redwings,  Winter  1974-75 
Several  points  of  interest  emerge  from  the  table. 

1.  Witherby  (The  Handbook  of  British  Birds)  gives  the  main  winter  food 
of  Redwings  as  worms,  insects,  molluscs  and  so  on,  with  berries  quite  a 
long  way  down  the  list,  while  Coward  (Birds  of  the  British  Isles)  reports 
that  berries  are  only  taken  when  no  other  food  is  available.  However  the 
table  shows  berries,  chiefly  haws,  to  be  quite  a  favoured  food  while  they 
last.  This  was  particularly  true  of  the  coastal  sites  where  berries  were  almost 
the  sole  food  source  until  the  bushes  were  stripped,  often  by  early  November. 
Inland  the  feeding  was  more  mixed  and  haws  remained  on  the  hedges  until 
the  end  of  the  month,  while  birds  were  feeding  on  the  ground.  Eventually 
though  all  were  removed,  and  berries  taken  after  the  end  of  November  were 
yew  and  holly.  Windfall  apples  were  a  minor  food  source  at  this  time. 

2.  There  is  quite  a  sharp  switch  from  “disturbed”  grass  (football  fields, 
grazed  pasture,  etc.)  to  “undisturbed”  grass  (ungrazed  parkland,  country 
road  verges,  etc.)  in  January.  To  some  extent  this  reflects  cessation  of 
grazing,  but  there  were  also  some  hard  frosts  at  this  time  —  mean  minimum 
temperature  for  January  was  2°C  lower  that  that  for  December  —  and 
undisturbed  grass  is  usually  longer.  Soil  temperature  below  it  may  well  be 
higher  than  outside,  thus  increasing  the  availability  of  food. 

3.  Also  at  the  end  of  January  plough  becomes  important.  This  category 
also  includes  molehills,  which  2  observers  noted  that  the  birds  were 
specifically  attacking. 

4.  Other  Observations 

Redwings  were  noted  singing  on  fine  days  in  January,  February  and 
March  by  different  observers,  and  pairing  was  noted  on  three  stations  in 
March/April. 

The  bird  most  commonly  noted  with  the  Redwing  was  the  Fieldfare, 
followed  by  Blackbird  and  Lapwing,  with  Songthrush  and  Starling  fairly 
common.  Other  species  noted,  which  all  reflect  the  birds  choice  of  winter 
feeding  area  were  Golden  Plover,  both  Partridges,  Mistle  thrush,  Wood  Pigeon, 
Rook,  Jackdaw,  Common  and  Black-headed  Gulls,  and  one  Greenfinch! 

Names  of  those  people  taking  part  in  the  survey  are  marked  with  an  R 
in  the  List  of  Contributors.  Special  commendations  are  due  to  those  who 
completed  a  full  survey,  and  commiserations  to  those  who  tried  hard,  but 
never  saw  a  Redwing. 

We  are  also  indebted  to  Mr.  D.  Rayner  for  the  use  of  his  weather  records, 
as  mentioned  before,  and  to  Nick  Riddiford,  Dungeness  B.O.,  for  the  use 
of  their  records. 


Anne  L.  Needham. 
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Map  showing  distribution  of  Permanent  Stations, 
Wintering  Redwing  Survey,  1974/75 
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REPORT  ON  THE  BIRD  SURVEY  OF  DOLE  WOOD,  THURLBY,  1975 

At  the  beginning  of  1975  the  Ornithological  Section  of  the  Lincolnshire 
Naturalists’  Union  was  asked  by  the  Conservation  Officer  for  the  L.T.N.C. 
to  undertake  a  survey  of  the  bird  population  of  Dole  Wood,  Thurlby. 
At  that  time  the  acquisition  of  this  area  as  a  Trust  Reserve  was  under 
consideration. 

Eleven  members  of  the  Section  took  part  in  the  Survey,  the  results  of 
which  are  reported  here. 

Site  Description 

The  survey  area  comprised  four  different  habitats.  These  were: 

a)  6.6  acres  of  Oak,  Quercus  sp.  and  Ash,  Fraxinus  excelsior  woodland, 
with  Wild  Service,  Sorbus  torminalis,  Small-leaved  Lime,  Tilia  cordata, 
and  a  fairly  dense  understorey  which  included  Hazel,  Corylus  avellana 
and  both  Hawthorn  species  (Crataegus  monogyna  and  C.  oxyacanthoides). 

b)  3.6  acres  of  more  open  woodland,  the  dominant  tree  Elm,  Ulmus  sp., 
with  an  open  ground  layer. 

c)  A  330  yd.  stretch  of  linear  scrub,  1.3  acres  in  area,  forming  part  of  the 
old  Railway  line,  and  the  adjoining  mature  mixed  hedge. 

d)  7.5  acres  of  grassland,  completely  enclosed  by  the  two  previous  habitats, 
and  grazed  during  the  early  part  of  the  survey  by  horses. 

Access  to  the  site  was  via  the  field  track  to  Obthorpe  Lane. 

Method 

An  initial  visit  was  made  in  March,  to  assess  the  site  and  note  the  win¬ 
tering  birds.  Following  this  the  breeding  population  was  surveyed  by  the 
method  of  the  BTO’s  Common  Bird  Census.  This  involves  mapping,  for 
each  visit,  the  position  of  all  birds  seen  and  heard  on  the  survey  site,  using 
symbols  to  denote  behaviour  of  territorial  significance  —  singing  and 
fighting  males,  nest -building,  etc. 

Ten  visits  were  made,  usually  by  a  pair  of  observers,  between  9th  April 
and  2nd  July.  From  the  visit  maps  it  was  possible  to  produce  for  each  species 
a  map  showing  all  registrations  throughout  the  breeding  season,  and  to 
derive  from  this  the  number  and  extent  of  breeding  territories  held. 

Results 

This  technique  works  particularly  well  for  the  common  birds,  which  have 
well-defined  territories.  Those  breeding  species  whose  territories  it  was 
possible  to  map  and  count  in  this  way  are  listed  in  Table  1. 

A  number  of  other  breeding  species  were  also  regularly  recorded  in  the 
survey  area  during  1975.  However,  their  territories  are  not  amenable  to 
mapping,  either  because  they  are  larger  than  the  survey  area,  or  because, 
without  competition,  their  extent  is  poorly  defined.  These  Low  Density 
breeding  species  are  listed  in  Table  2. 

A  further  group  of  birds  used  the  survey  area  during  the  summer, 
although  they  did  not  breed  on  it.  However  the  site  is  an  important  feeding 
area  for  these  summering,  non-breeding  birds,  which  are  listed  in  Table  3. 

Finally,  certain  species  were  recorded  on  one  or  two  visits  only,  using 
the  site  as  a  staging  post  while  on  passage.  These  Passage  birds  are  listed 
in  Table  4. 
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Conclusions 

As  described  above,  the  19  acre  survey  area  contains  four  major  habitats. 
It  also  borders  on  two  others  —  arable  land,  and  village  habitations.  This 
diversity,  plus  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  these  habitats  are  well-established 
and  floristically  rich,  helps  to  explain  the  very  high  density  of  breeding 
birds  —  some  165  pairs  of  36  species.  To  place  this  in  context  Table  5 
shows  some  population  figures  obtained  by  the  same  mapping  technique 
in  other  areas  of  woodland,  scrub,  and  mixed  farmland. 

Simms  (1971)  lists  his  own  figures,  and  quotes  those  of  Yapp  for  Relative 
Abundance  of  bird  species  in  English  oakwoods.  In  both  cases  the  top  five 
species,  though  not  in  the  same  order,  are  Chaffinch,  Robin,  Wren,  Black¬ 
bird  and  Willow  Warbler,  and  all  of  these  are  well-represented  in  Dole 
Wood.  These  figures  were  obtained  in  the  early-  to  mid-1960’s  however, 
and  since  then  several  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  BTO  Population 
Index  values  of  some  of  these  species.  In  particular  the  Wren  has  increased 
its  numbers  three-fold  and  is  now  the  commonest  bird  on  woodland  census 
plots  (Batten  &  Marchant  1975),  while  the  Willow  Warbler  has  decreased. 
One  summer  visitor  whose  Index  shows  a  steady  increase  is  the  Blackcap. 
This  species  was  only  listed  as  12th  in  Relative  Abundance  by  Simms,  and 
unlisted  by  Yapp,  but  held  as  many  territories  in  Dole  Wood  in  1975  as 
did  the  previously  more  common  Willow  Warbler. 

The  high  density  figures  for  certain  species  reflect  a  particular  feature 
of  the  high  habitat  diversity  in  such  a  small  area  —  the  abundance  of 
ecotones.  The  territories  of  the  Dunnock  for  example  (see  map)  almost  all 
lie  around  the  edges  of  the  woodland  blocks  and  scrub  belt,  and  thus  across 
a  habitat  boundary. 

In  addition  to  the  36  breeding  species,  at  least  a  further  eleven  use  Dole 
Wood  for  feeding  either  on  passage  or  during  the  summer  while  breeding, 
like  the  hirundines,  close  by.  Therefore  the  census  area  was  important  to 
some  47  species  and  Dole  Wood,  while  not  quite  an  island  refuge  in  an 
arable  desert,  must  be  the  most  important  habitat  complex  in  the  area. 
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Probable  No. 
of  Territories 

6 

2 

9 

3 

4 
3 
3 

5 
7 

3 

4 
12 


Table  2  —  Low  Density  Breeding  Birds 

(One  Territory  per  species,  unless 
Kestrel 

Red-legged  Partridge 
Pheasant  possibly  3  hens 
Cuckoo 
Tawny  Owl 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 


otherwise  specified) 

Skylark 

Carrion  Crow 

Jay  possibly  2  pairs 

Mistle  Thrush 

Goldfinch 


Table  1  —  Breeding  Birds,  Territories  Mapped 


Probable  No. 


Species 

of  Territories 

Species 

Woodpigeon 

9 

Willow  Warbler 

Turtle  Dove 

3 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

Great  Tit 

3 

Dunnock 

Blue  Tit 

9 

Starling 

Willow  Tit 

2 

Greenfinch 

Long-tailed  Tit 

2 

Linnet 

Treecreeper 

3 

Redpoll 

Wren 

17 

Bullfinch 

Song  Thrush 

11 

Chaffinch 

Blackbird 

12 

Yellowhammer 

Robin 

11 

House  Sparrow 

Blackcap 

6 

Tree  Sparrow 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

2 

Table  3  —  Summering  Birds  (Non-breeding)  Table  4  —  Passage  Birds 


Swift 
Swallow 
House  Martin 
Reed  Bunting 


Lapwing 

Stock  Dove 

Redwing 

Whitethroat 

Chiffchaff 

Goldcrest 

Pied  Wagtail 


Table  5  —  Population  Densities  of  Birds  in  Different  Habitats 


Site 

Woodland 

Year(s) 

Area  (ha) 

No.  of 
species 

No.  of 
pairs 

Pairs/ 

ha. 

Ref. 

Bagley  Wood,  Berks 

1963 

17.6 

26 

176 

100 

Williamson  (1964) 

Dole  Wood,  Lines 

Downland/Scrub 

1975 

7.6 

36 

165 

217 

Steps  Hill,  Bucks 

Mixed  Farmland 

1968- 

1974 

24 

36 

206 

86 

Williamson  (1975) 

Reydon  Grove  Farm, 
Surrey 

1964- 

1971 

89 

47 

622 

70 

Benson  & 
Williamson  (1972) 

East  Farm,  Dorset 

1970 

127 

55 

530 

42 

Williamson  (1971) 

Manor  Farm,  Lines 

1969- 

1970 

127 

48 

317 

25 

Wilson  & 
Wilkinson  (1972) 

New  Hall  Farm, 
Westmorland 

1962- 

1971 

88.5 

38 

191 

22 

Robson  & 
Williamson  (1972) 

34 
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Sketch  map  of  Dole  Wood,  Thurlby,  showing  territories  of  Dunnock,  1975. 

For  description  of  the  various  habitats,  see  text. 


Scale  1  :  2500 
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RINGING  REPORT 

The  final  total  of  28,000  birds  ringed  is  a  high  percentage  of  what  was 
actually  caught  during  the  year,  but,  regrettably,  some  ringers’  records  are 
still  not  available. 

More  than  one  third  of  the  total  was  accounted  for  by  the  Wash  Wader 
Ringing  Group.  Over  10,000  waders  were  ringed  as  a  result  of  their  efforts 
and  their  numerous  re-traps  produced  much  valuable  information. 

W.  A.  Cook  had  a  very  successful  year  at  Deeping  St.  James.  His  totals 
included  1,179  Mallard;  7  Brent  Geese;  9  Garganey;  4  Gadwall  and  2 
Mandarin  Ducks. 

Most  warbler  species  were  down  in  number  but  7  Barred  Warblers  were 
caught  despite  the  lack  of  any  large  falls  of  autumn  migrants. 

The  118  species  caught  included  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Wryneck,  Icterine 
Warbler  and  Great  Grey  Shrike.  q  p  §haw 


Species 

Gib.  Pt. 

Lines. 

Species 

Gib.  Pt. 

Lines. 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Great  Crested  Grebe 

2 

House  Martin 

2 

39 

Grey  Heron 

6 

Sand  Martin 

207 

Mallard 

1181 

Jackdaw 

1 

Teal 

15 

Magpie 

1 

1 

Garganey 

9 

Jay 

7 

Gadwall 

4 

Great  Tit 

11 

209 

Wigeon 

7 

Blue  Tit 

60 

642 

Pintail 

3 

Coal  Tit 

1 

69 

Shoveler 

1 

Willow  Tit 

7 

73 

Mandarin  Duck 

2 

Long-tailed  Tit 

21 

188 

Tufted  Duck 

132 

Treecreeper 

21 

Pochard 

11 

Wren 

70 

364 

Shelduck 

4 

Mistle  Thrush 

6 

18 

Brent  Goose 

7 

Fieldfare 

21 

81 

Kestrel 

1 

5 

Song  Thrush 

77 

499 

Moorhen 

3 

49 

Redwing 

35 

159 

Coot 

120 

Ring  Ouzel 

2 

2 

Oystercatcher 

2426 

Blackbird 

97 

1364 

Lapwing 

33 

Wheatear 

7 

9 

Ringed  Plover 

2 

4 

Stonechat 

5 

5 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

8 

Whinchat 

17 

19 

Grey  Plover 

181 

Redstart 

3 

8 

Golden  Plover 

4 

Nightingale 

1 

1 

Turnstone 

198 

Robin 

26 

300 

Snipe 

6 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

2 

Curlew 

169 

Reed  Warbler 

51 

185 

Whimbrel 

3 

Sedge  Warbler 

33 

93 

Bar-tailed  Godwit 

38 

Icterine  Warbler 

1 

1 

Green  Sandpiper 

3 

Blackcap 

27 

121 

Wood  Sandpiper 

1 

Barred  Warbler 

4 

7 

Common  Sandpiper 

6 

Garden  Warbler 

20 

54 

Redshank 

962 

Whitethroat 

94 

154 

Spotted  Redshank 

62 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

30 

64 

Greenshank 

1 

Willow  Warbler 

192 

503 

Knot 

1 

1237 

Chiffchaff 

2 

29 

Little  Stint 

2 

Goldcrest 

203 

793 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

1 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

3 

26 

Dunlin 

3 

4952 

Pied  Flycatcher 

6 

22 

Curlew  Sandpiper 

3 

12 

Dunnock 

392 

1256 

Ruff 

1 

Meadow  Pipit 

36 

39 

Common  Gull 

8 

Tree  Pipit 

1 

3 

Black-headed  Gull 

255 

Pied  Wagtaii 

2 

59 

Common  Tern 

49 

Grey  Wagtail 

1 

Little  Tern 

5 

Yellow  Wagtail 

1 

Sandwich  Tern 

19 

Great  Grey  Shrike 

1 

1 
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Species 

Gib.  Pt. 

Lines. 

Species 

Gib.  Pt. 

Lines. 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Stock  Dove 

3 

3 

Starling 

46 

1301 

Woodpigeon 

3 

9 

Greenfinch 

11 

1717 

Turtle  Dove 

4 

Goldfinch 

105 

245 

Collared  Dove 

17 

Siskin 

18 

Cuckoo 

2 

Linnet 

59 

869 

Barn  Owl 

3 

Twite 

1 

Tawny  Owl 

2 

Redpoll 

114 

1629 

Swift 

55 

Bullfinch 

22 

393 

Kingfisher 

3 

19 

Chaffinch 

10 

137 

Green  Woodpecker 

1 

Brambling 

2 

19 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

2 

Yellowhammer 

5 

104 

Wryneck 

1 

1 

Reed  Bunting 

78 

352 

Skylark 

8 

23 

House  Sparrow 

66 

185 

Swallow 

104 

328 

Tree  Sparrow 

107 

706 

118  species 

2328 

28049 

GENERAL  BIRD  REPORT 

The  conventions  followed  are  those  of  the  B.T.O.  publication:  “A  Species 
List  of  British  and  Irish  Birds”  (1971).  A  full  systematic  list  of  species 
occurring  in  1975  is  shown.  All  other  species  on  the  county  list  are  shown 
at  the  beginning  with  the  year  of  the  last  occurence  in  brackets. 

All  records  are  to  be  taken  as  referring  to  a  single  bird  unless  otherwise 
stated.  The  following  categories  and  abbreviations  have  been  adopted: 

***Rarities  requiring  a  full  description  for  assessment  by  the  Rare  Birds 
Committee  of  British  Birds. 

**  Scarce  migrants  requiring  some  supporting  details. 

*  Other  species  for  which  all  records  are  required. 

Any  records  of  interest  for  the  common  species. 

Initials  of  observers  are  shown  for  rare  and  scarce  migrants. 

Abbreviations:  S.F.— Sewage  Farm;  G.P. — Gravel  Pit;  N.R. — Nature 
Reserve;  Res. — Reservoir;  Imm. — Immature;  Juv. — Juvenile;  (B) — Breeding 
proved  or  presumed  in  1975. 

Little  Egret***  (1974),  Squacco  Heron***  (1910),  Night  Heron***  (1973), 
Little  Bittern***  (1970),  White  Stork***  (1971),  American  Wigeon***  (1974), 
Red-crested  Pochard**  (1974),  Ferruginous  Duck**  (1974),  Ruddy  Duck** 
(1974),  Smew* *  (1974),  Ruddy  Shelduck***  (1919),  Egyptian  Goose*  (1974), 
Lesser  White-fronted  Goose***  (1943),  Bean  Goose**  (1974),  Golden 
Eagle**  (1928),  Goshawk**  (1974),  Red  Kite**  (1973),  White-tailed  Eagle*** 
(1933),  Honey  Buzzard**  (1974),  Gyrfalcon***  (1900),  Red-footed  Falcon*** 
(1973),  Black  Grouse**  (1935),  Crane***  (1972),  Little  Crake***  (1910),  Great 
Bustard***  (1902),  Little  Bustard***  (1955),  Houbara  Bustard***  (1847), 
Kentish  Plover**  (1972),  Lesser  Golden  Plover***  (1974),  Short-billed 
Dowitcher***  (1963),  Long-billed  Dowitcher***  (1971),  Stilt  Sandpiper*** 
(1965),  Great  Snipe***  (1969),  Solitary  Sandpiper***  (1963),  Spotted 
Sandpiper***  (1971),  Lesser  Yellowlegs***  (1973),  Marsh  Sandpiper*** 
(1954),  Baird’s  Sandpiper***  (1966),  White-rumped  Sandpiper***  (1973), 
Semi-palmated  Sandpiper***  (1966),  Broad-billed  Sandpiper***  (1959), 
Black-winged  Stilt***  (1969),  Grey  Phalarope**  (1974),  Red-necked 
Phalarope**  (1974),  Stone  Curlew**  (1968),  Collared  Pratincole***  (1973), 
Cream  coloured  Courser***  (1840),  Ivory  Gull***  (1883),  Iceland  Gull** 
(1973),  Sabine’s  Gull**  (1974),  White-winged  Black  Tern***  (1974), 
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Caspian  Tern***  (1971),  Roseate  Tern**  (1974),  Black  Guillemot**  (1968), 
Pallas’s  Sandgrouse***  (1899),  Great  Spotted  Cuckoo***  (1974),  Eagle 
Owl***  (1879),  Tengmalm’s  Owl***  (1880),  Bee-eater***  (1973),  Roller*** 
(1962),  Short-toed  Lark***  (1971),  Woodlark**  (1974),  Golden  Oriole** 
(1972),  Raven**  (pre-1900),  Nutcracker***  (1969),  Dipper**  (1974),  Desert 
Wheatear***  (1970),  Red-flanked  Bluetail***  (1903),  Bluethroat**  (1974), 
Rufous  Bush  Robin***  (1963),  Lanceolated  Warbler***  (1909),  Savi’s 
Warbler***  (1969),  Great  Reed  Warbler***  (1969),  Marsh  Warbler**  (1966), 
Aquatic  Warbler***  (1971),  Subalpine  Warbler***  (1970),  Greenish 
Warbler***  (1958),  Arctic  Warbler***  (1932),  Dusky  Warbler***  (1964), 
Radde’s  Warbler***  (1898),  Lesser  Grey  Shrike***  (1970),  Woodchat 
Shrike***  (1974),  Rose-coloured  Starling***  (1973),  Serin***  (1974), 
Parrot  Crossbill**  (1963),  Two-barred  Crossbill***  (1889),  Black-headed 
Bunting***  (1974),  Cirl  Bunting**  (1968),  Ortolan  Bunting**  (1973), 
Little  Bunting***  (1954). 

Black-throated  Diver.*  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Oct.  5th  and  16th.  Gibraltar  Point, 
Jan.  7th  and  Dec.  26th. 

Great  Northern  Diver.*  Covenham  Res.,  Jan.  1st — 8th  with  another  on 
15th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Oct.  12th  and  Dec.  26th.  Holbeach,  Dec.  6th. 

Red-throated  Diver.*  Goxhill,  Sept.  29th  and  Dec.  13th.  Tetney,  Feb.  28th, 
found  dead  on  29th.  Donna  Nook,  1-2  occasionally  from  Jan.  to  Mar.  and 
in  Sept,  and  Nov;  4,  Dec.  20th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Oct.  2nd.  Theddlethorpe, 
2,  Jan.  23rd.  Gibraltar  Point,  singles  occasionally  in  Mar.  and  Oct.  to  Nov; 
several,  Dec.  21st — 30th  with  8  on  26th.  Witham  Mouth,  Feb.  1st  and 
Dec.  6th. 

Great  Crested  Grebe.  (B)  In  census  on  June  1st,  228  adults  estimated  from 
a  total  of  205  counted,  representing  about  110  pairs,  more  than  double  the 
number  found  in  1965. 

Red-necked  Grebe.*  Covenham  Res.,  an  immature,  Sept.  15th. 

Slavonian  Grebe.*  Covenham  Res.,  Sept.  13th  to  Oct.  10th. 

Black-necked  Grebe.*  Covenham  Res.,  Sept.  13th — 15th. 

Little  Grebe.  (B). 

Fulmar.  Fairly  regular  on  the  coast  between  Tetney  and  Witham  Mouth 
from  Mar.  to  Nov.,  max:  Gibraltar  Point,  30  north,  Aug.  31st. 

Manx  Shearwater.*  Donna  Nook,  up  to  6,  July  15th — 23rd  and  Sept.  14th — 
15th;  3,  Oct.  10th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  4,  Sept.  14th.  Mablethorpe,  2,  July 
24th.  Huttoft,  3,  July  24th  and  Aug.  25th.  Gibraltar  Point,  3,  Apr.  26th; 
up  to  8,  Aug.  24th  to  Sept.  15th. 

Great  Shearwater.**  Trusthorpe,  one  north,  Sept.  28th  (GRP). 

Sooty  Shearwater.**  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  11,  Sept.  14th  (DR,  GC).  Gibraltar 
Point,  4,  Sept.  14th  and  1  on  28th.  (HL,  JB,  LK  et  al). 

Storm  Petrel.**  Huttoft  Bank,  Apr.  5th  (PP).  The  first  record  since  1971. 

Leach’s  Petrel.**  Donna  Nook,  one  north,  Nov.  7th  (RL).  Gibraltar  Point, 
one  north,  Oct.  12th  and  another  at  the  mere,  Nov.  8th  (KRP,  RBW  et  al). 

Gannet.  Coastal  max:  Gibraltar  Point,  71,  Sept.  15th.  Seacroft,  43  north, 
Oct.  8th.  Inland:  Goxhill,  6,  Sept.  8th  and  27th.  Trent  Falls,  Sept.  14th. 

Cormorant.  Coastal  max:  Gibraltar  Point,  20,  Sept.  28th.  Witham  Mouth, 
43,  Mar.  2nd;  57,  Dec.  6th.  Inland:  Barton-on-Humber,  max:  51,  Dec.  2nd. 
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Covenham  Res.,  max :  38,  Dec.  20th.  Messingham,  Nov.  23rd.  Trent  Falls, 

7,  May  20th  and  Nov.  21st.  Burton  G.P.,  Oct.  19th.  Hartsholme,  Nov.  30th. 

Shag.*  Tetney,  Aug.  31st  and  Sept.  21st  to  Oct.  6th.  Donna  Nook,  singles 
north,  Nov.  7th,  18th  and  20th.  Chapel  Point,  Oct.  6th.  Inland:  Covenham 
Res.,  Sept.  16th. 

Grey  Heron.  (B). 

Purple  Heron.***  Huttoft  Pit,  June  4th — 6th  (MM  et  al). 

Bittern.*  (B).  Passage:  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Jan.  7th.  Boston,  July  3rd.  Burton 
G.P.,  Nov.  29th. 

Spoonbill.**  Kirkby-on-Bain  G.P.,  June  8th— 15th  (AC,  DC,  TC,  DGHC). 
Trent  Falls,  adult  east,  June  25th  (AG).  Killingholme,  a  colour-ringed  adult, 
June  26th  to  Aug.  3rd  (DR,  MM,  GC  et  al).  It  had  been  ringed  as  a 
nestling  in  June  1972  at  Zuid  Flevoland  Polder,  Netherlands  (52.20N,  5.15E). 
Gibraltar  Point,  2,  July  12th  (PE,  FE  et  al). 

Glossy  Ibis.***  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Nov.  5th  (KH).  The  first  record  since  1923. 

Mallard.  (B).  Max:  Trent  Falls,  1,000,  Sept.  1st.  Covenham  Res.,  700, 
Nov.  4th.  Gibraltar  Point,  600,  Sept.  3rd. 

Teal.  (B).  Max:  Alkborough,  500,  Oct.  12th. 

Garganey.*  Messingham,  a  pair,  May  11th.  Donna  Nook,  a  pair,  May  7th. 
Covenham  Res.,  Aug.  13th.  Gibraltar  Point,  2,  Aug.  19th  and  1,  Oct.  5th. 
Wisbech  S.F.,  a  pair,  June  11th. 

Gadwall.*  Twigmoor,  Apr.  19th.  Trent  Falls,  Sept.  8th  and  Oct.  31st. 
Goxhill,  a  pair,  Mar.  28th.  Tetney,  Nov.  11th.  Fulstow,  3,  Nov.  27th. 
Covenham  Res.,  2,  Apr.  29th;  up  to  5,  Nov.  Huttoft  Pit,  Aug.  25th.  Wolla 
Bank,  Anderby,  1-2,  Oct.  27th — 28th.  Gibraltar  Point,  2,  Oct.  27th  and  1, 
Nov.  5th.  Burton  G.P.,  Nov.  15th  with  3  on  22nd. 

Wigeon.  (B).  Baston  Fen,  a  pair  bred  successfully.  Huttoft  Pit,  a  male, 
June  1st. 

Pintail.*  Recorded  on  coast  from  Humber  to  the  Wash  in  fairly  small 
numbers  as  well  as  at  Covenham  Res.  from  Jan.  to  Apr.  and  Aug.  to  Dec., 
max :  Trent  Falls,  30  west,  Sept.  4th.  Tetney,  up  to  30  in  Sept.  Terrington, 
43,  Mar.  2nd. 

Shoveler.  (B). 

Mandarin  Duck.*  Deeping  St.  James,  a  pair,  Jan.  10th.  It  is  said  to  be  a 
fairly  frequent  visitor  to  pits  in  the  Deeping  area  from  the  large  feral  flocks 
in  Northants. 

Scaup.  Coastal:  Tetney,  6,  Nov.  9th  and  1  on  24th.  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  3rd; 
2,  Nov.  23rd.  Wolla  Bank,  Anderby,  2,  Oct.  27th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Feb. 
13th — 14th;  Mar.  8th  and  28th;  Nov.  26th  with  4  on  29th.  Inland:  Messingham/ 
Ashbyville,  a  male,  Mar.  16th  to  July  6th  (rare  in  summer).  Trent  Falls, 

8,  Nov.  8th.  Barton-on-Humber,  May  12th.  Goxhill,  19,  Nov.  8th.  Fulstow, 
Apr.  19th.  Covenham  Res.,  Apr.  lst-1 3th;  July  29th;  2,  Oct.  5th  and  1  on 
10th;  2,  Nov.  16th.  Kirkby  Moor,  Feb.  to  Mar.  Bardney,  Oct.  24th. 

Tufted  Duck.  (B).  Max:  Covenham  Res.,  150,  Nov.  20th.  Bardney,  250, 
Oct.  24th.  Tattershall  G.P.,  300,  Dec.  21st. 

Pochard.  (B).  Max:  Messingham,  135,  Mar.  2nd.  Bardney,  150,  Oct.  24th. 

Goldeneye.  Summer:  Witham  Mouth,  3,  July  26th.  Otherwise  recorded  on 
coast  and  inland  from  Jan.  to  May  and  Sept,  to  Dec.,  max:  Trent  Falls,  43, 
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Nov.  8th.  Covenham  Res.,  50,  Feb.  16th  and  Nov.  26th.  Witham  Mouth, 
44,  Feb.  1st  and  31,  Dec.  6th.  Holbeach,  175,  Mar.  2nd. 

Long-tailed  Duck.*  Tetney/North  Coates,  a  pair,  Jan.  to  Apr;  1-3,  Oct.  to 
Nov.  Covenham  Res.,  singles,  Oct.  to  Nov.  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  7th.  Gib¬ 
raltar  Point,  May  25th  and  Oct.  26th.  Witham  Mouth,  3,  Dec.  6th. 

Velvet  Scoter.*  Barton-on-Humber,  Nov.  22nd.  North  Coates,  2,  Nov.  23rd. 
Donna  Nook,  Jan.  17th;  3,  Nov.  9th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Oct.  2nd.  Gibraltar 
Point,  3,  Apr.  19th;  Aug.  18th;  3,  Dec.  7th.  Dawsmere,  Dec.  6th. 

Common  Scoter.  Coastal  max:  Donna  Nook,  160,  Nov.  9th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  120,  Nov.  8th.  Inland :  Covenham  Res.,  June  20th;  a  pair,  July  13th. 
Trent  Falls,  a  large  scale  westerly  movement  in  Aug.  with  420  on  5th,  42  on 
8th,  44  on  26th  and  30  east  on  27th;  2,  Nov.  8th. 

Eider.*  Goxhill,  4,  Nov.  8th;  3,  Dec.  13th.  North  Coates/Tetney,  Sept,  to 
Dec.,  max:  16,  Nov.  9th.  Donna  Nook,  2,  Feb.  4th;  small  numbers,  Oct. 
to  Nov.  apart  from  60  north,  Nov.  9th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  small  numbers, 
Oct.  to  Nov.  apart  from  100  north,  Oct.  11th.  Gibraltar  Point,  small 
numbers,  Jan.  to  Apr.  and  Sept,  to  Dec.  apart  from  27  south,  Apr.  26th 
and  80,  Oct.  11th.  Witham  Mouth,  up  to  15,  Jan.  to  Apr.  and  Oct.  to  Dec. 
Benington,  8,  Feb.  1st. 

Red-breasted  Merganser.*  Coastal:  Tetney/Northcoates,  up  to  4,  Jan.  to 
Apr;  up  to  5,  Oct.  to  Nov.  Donna  Nook,  Feb.  6th;  May  4th;  up  to  6,  Sept, 
to  Dec.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  up  to  7,  Oct.  to  Nov.  Mablethorpe,  Aug.  9th. 
Huttoft,  Aug.  25th.  Seacroft,  3,  Oct.  9th.  Gibraltar  Point,  up  to  5,  Mar.  to 
Apr;  Aug.  to  Dec.,  max:  14,  Nov.  9th.  Benington,  Jan.  1st;  2,  Dec.  6th. 
Witham  Mouth,  Jan.  1st;  3,  Dec.  6th.  Dawsmere,  2,  Dec.  6th.  Terrington, 
Feb.  1st.  Inland:  Trent  Falls,  May  25th  and  Sept.  28th.  Barton-on-Humber, 
6,  Oct.  30th.  Covenham  Res.,  May  19th — 21st.  Baston  Fen,  3,  Jan.  19th. 

Goosander.*  Trent  Falls,  4,  Nov.  9th.  Barton-on-Humber,  3,  Mar.  2nd. 
Goxhill,  13,  Nov.  8th.  Brocklesby,  Dec.  7th.  Fulstow,  Jan.  27th.  Covenham 
Res.,  Apr.  13th;  2,  Dec.  6th.  Donna  Nook,  4,  Nov.  9th.  Kirkby-on-Bain 
G.P.,  2,  Jan.  25th;  4,  Dec.  21st.  Baston  Fen,  Jan.  20th.  Tallington,  17, 
Feb.  21st;  Dec.  1st. 

Shelduck.  (B).  Max:  Holbeach,  3,000,  Jan.  1st;  2,800,  Mar.  2nd.  Welland 
Mouth,  1,700,  Feb.  1st.  Terrington,  1,500,  Feb.  1st;  1,100,  Dec.  6th. 

Greylag  Goose.  (B).  Breeding  recorded  at  Kirkby-on-Bain  G.P.  (3  pairs) 
and  Tattershall/Woodhall  Pits.  Kirkby-on-Bain  G.P.,  max:  75,  Feb.  16th; 
100,  Dec.  21st.  Trent  Falls,  Apr.  5th — 8th.  Goxhill,  2,  May  26th.  North 
Coates,  2,  Feb.  16th.  Gibraltar  Point,  12,  Jan.  19th;  Mar.  9th;  2,  May  10th; 
July  21st;  Nov.  16th. 

White-fronted  Goose.*  Gibraltar  Point,  Dec.  13th.  Witham  Mouth,  12, 
Dec.  14th. 

Pink-footed  Goose.  (B).  Messingham,  a  female  which  had  arrived  the 
previous  winter  laid  and  incubated  a  clutch  of  infertile  eggs.  Max:  Burton 
Stather,  1,000,  Oct.  7th — 12th.  Holbeach,  1,620,  Dec.  6th. 

Brent  Goose.  Max:  Grainthorpe,  500,  Dec.  6th.  Donna  Nook,  up  to  600, 
Oct.  to  Dec.  Wrangle,  950,  Jan.  1st.  Benington,  850,  Jan.  and  Feb.  Witham 
Mouth,  1,350,  Jan.  1st;  5,000,  Dec.  6th.  Holbeach,  1,280,  Apr.  27th. 
Dawsmere,  1,000,  Dec.  6th. 

Barnacle  Goose.*  Tetney,  Feb.  22nd  to  Mar.  8th.  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  6th. 
Covenham  Res.,  Nov.  5th — 8th.  Dawsmere,  Feb.  1st. 
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Canada  Goose.  (B). 

Mute  Swan.  (B). 

Whooper  Swan.*  Trent  Falls,  24  west,  Oct.  21st;  several  in  Nov.  Barton-on- 
Humber,  2,  Mar.  2nd.  Tetney,  2,  Oct.  30th;  4,  Nov.  2nd.  North  Coates, 
6,  Nov.  23rd.  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  11th.  Covenham  Res.,  Mar.  29th.  Saltfleetby 
N.R.,  Oct.  12th  with  2  on  28th.  Huttoft,  3,  Sept.  29th;  9,  Nov.  24th. 
Wolla  Bank,  Anderby,  3,  Dec.  30th.  Gibraltar  Point,  up  to  4,  Oct.  12th  to 
Nov.  2nd;  20,  Nov.  23rd;  Dec.  12th.  Welland  Mouth,  7,  Jan.  1st.  Frampton, 
Jan.  1st.  Pinchbeck,  3,  Nov.  3rd. 

Bewick’s  Swan.*  Trent  Falls,  Mar.  2nd — 3rd;  Nov.  13th;  11  west,  Dec.  12th. 
Barton-on-Humber,  3,  Oct.  30th.  Tetney,  25  west,  Oct.  21st;  Nov.  2nd; 
12  west,  Dec.  9th.  Donna  Nook,  Mar.  23rd;  12  west,  Dec.  9th.  Covenham 
Res.,  4,  Mar.  22nd;  May  14th;  6,  Nov.  22nd.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  7,  Feb.  15th; 
2,  Oct.  11th.  Trusthorpe  S.F.,  Dec.  26th.  Huttoft  Pit,  11,  Nov.  24th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  up  to  4,  Oct.  23rd  to  Nov.  9th.  Benington,  8,  Feb.  22nd  to  Mar.  7th. 

Buzzard.*  Tetney,  Apr.  30th.  Donna  Nook,  Apr.  24th;  Sept.  9th.  Saltfleetby 
N.R.,  Sept.  11th.  Louth,  May  13th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  20th. 

Rough-legged  Buzzard.**  Caistor,  3,  mid-Mar.  to  mid-Apr.  During  the  last 
week  they  were  observed  carrying  twigs  and  in  tumbling  display  flights 
(DAR).  Trent  Falls,  singles,  Jan.  26th,  Feb.  2nd  and  Mar.  14th  (AG). 
North  Coates,  Feb.  22nd  (PH,  MM).  Gibraltar  Point,  Nov.  7th  (RS  et  al). 
Kirkby  Moor,  1-2,  Jan.  12th  to  Feb.  2nd  (AGP,  KH  et  al).  Crowle,  Jan. 
1st  and  20th  (AG). 

Sparrowhawk.*  Burton  Stather,  Nov.  2nd.  Kirton  Lindsey,  Sept.  1st. 
Twigmoor,  Feb.  17th  and  Mar.  31st.  Alkborough,  Aug.  4th.  Tetney,  Apr. 
19th  and  29th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Jan.  1st;  May  10th;  Nov.  11th  and  21st. 
Kirkby  Moor,  1-2,  Jan.  to  Mar;  Dec.  21st  and  26th.  Cranwell,  Aug.  4th. 
Bardney  Forest,  Feb.  18th. 

Marsh  Harrier.*  Trent  Falls,  11  individual  birds,  Apr.  10th  to  Oct.  2nd. 
Tetney,  Sept.  4th.  North  Coates,  June  1st.  Donna  Nook,  May  14th.  Salt¬ 
fleetby  N.R.,  Apr.  22nd.  Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  26th  with  another  on  28th; 
May  11th  and  14th;  June  7th;  Aug.  24th;  Sept.  5th  and  10th.  Friskney, 
Aug.  17th.  Frampton,  July  18th;  Sept.  1st.  Nocton  Fen,  up  to  3,  July  to 
Sept;  Alkborough,  July  27th. 

Hen  Harrier.*  Trent  Falls,  singles,  Jan.  to  early  Feb.  Goxhill,  Jan.  8th. 
Tetney /North  Coates,  1-2,  Jan.  to  early  May  and  Oct.  to  Dec.  Grainthorpe, 
Feb.  4th;  Dec.  30th.  Marshchapel,  Mar.  28th.  Fulstow,  Dec.  2nd — 3rd. 
Linwood  Warren,  Apr.  19th.  Donna  Nook,  up  to  3,  Jan.  to  mid-May;  1-2, 
Oct.  to  Dec.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  up  to  4,  Jan.  to  Apr;  up  to  3,  Oct.  to  Dec. 
Withern,  Dec.  3rd.  Anderby,  Jan.  1st.  Gibraltar  Point,  Jan  7th;  Apr.  5th; 
May  4th;  Nov.  2nd  and  22nd;  Dec.  31st.  Swaby,  Nov.  9th.  Kirkby  Moor, 
Feb.  1st — 8th.  Friskney,  Feb.  19th.  Grimsthorpe  Park,  May  30th.  Frampton, 
Aug.  27th.  Holbeach,  Apr.  27th.  Terrington,  Mar.  2nd. 

Montagu’s  Harrier.*  Raventhorpe,  a  male,  May  6th.  Tetney,  Apr.  30th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  a  male,  Aug.  13th  and  a  female  from  17th  to  30th.  Isle  of 
Axholme,  a  male,  June  to  July. 

Osprey.**  Tetney,  May  25th  (MT,  SR).  Donna  Nook,  June  3rd  (KA,  MM). 
Partney,  May  21st  (MT). 

Hobby.**  Donna  Nook,  May  1st  (SL).  Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  30th  (EJM). 
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Peregrine.*  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  12th.  Seacroft,  Nov.  3rd.  Welton  Wood, 
Dec.  20th. 

Merlin.*  Scawby,  Mar.  27th.  Ashbyville,  Apr.  1st.  Dragonby,  Oct.  21st. 
Trent  Falls,  Jan.  1st;  Apr.  26th;  Oct.  22nd.  Fulstow,  Dec.  23rd.  Tetney, 
Nov.  23rd.  Donna  Nook,  singles,  Jan.  to  early  Feb.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  up  to 
3,  Jan.  to  Mar;  Nov.  to  Dec.  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  28th;  Nov.  3rd — 15th. 
Wisbech  S.F.,  Oct.  24th. 

Kestrel.  (B).  Max:  Tetney,  up  to  37,  mid-Aug. 

Red-legged  Partridge.  (B). 

Partridge.  (B). 

Quail.  Donna  Nook,  singles,  May  19th  and  June  14th — 18th  (SL,  MM,  KA). 
Pheasant.  (B). 

Water  Rail.  (B).  Summered  and  possibly  bred  at  Baston  Fen. 

Spotted  Crake.**  Huttoft,  Apr.  9th  (MG). 

Corncrake.**  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  17th  (RL,  SL).  Gibraltar  Point,  Aug.  10th 
(KRP,  DP,  KA);  Sept.  2nd — 3rd  and  13th  (B.T.O.). 

Moorhen.  (B). 

Coot.  (B). 

Oystercatcher.  (B).  Inland:  Messingham,  singles,  May  to  June.  Covenham 
Res.,  Apr.  29th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  up  to  4,  Apr.  25th  to  July  28th.  Max: 
Tetney,  1,700,  Oct.  4th.  Donna  Nook,  1,300,  Sept.  6th.  Gibraltar  Point, 
4,000,  Jan.  1st;  15,000,  Sept.  6th.  Friskney,  4,600,  Mar.  2nd.  Wrangle, 
4,500,  Jan.  1st.  Welland  Mouth,  1,000,  Mar.  30th.  Holbeach,  3,850,  Mar.  2nd. 

Lapwing.  (B). 

Ringed  Plover.  (B).  Inland  breeding  recorded  at  Bardney,  Messingham  and 
Winterton  Mines.  Max:  Tetney,  100,  Sept.  21st. 

Little  Ringed  Plover.  (B).  Passage:  Trent  Falls,  Apr.  15th  and  21st.  Killing- 
holme,  1-2,  July  to  Aug.  Donna  Nook,  July  26th;  Sept.  6th  and  8th. 
Covenham  Res.,  May  31st;  1-2,  Aug.  6th— 9th.  Seacroft,  July  14th;  Aug. 
3rd.  Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  27th;  May  25th;  up  to  3,  Aug.  to  Sept.  Wisbech 
S.F.,  May  23rd;  up  to  8,  July  to  Sept.  Late  Record:  Bardney,  Oct.  24th. 

Grey  Plover.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  850,  Sept.  6th.  Gibraltar  Point,  400,  Nov. 

1st.  Kirton,  1,500,  Jan.  1st  and  Feb.  1st;  500,  Apr.  27th  and  Dec.  6th. 

Holbeach,  500,  Jan.  1st;  740  Feb.  1st;  1,250,  Mar.  2nd;  900,  Apr.  27th. 
Gedney,  620,  Apr.  27th;  630,  Dec.  6th.  Inland:  Trent  Falls,  Aug.  12th  and 
27th;  more  regular,  Oct.  to  Nov.,  max:  15,  Nov.  3rd.  Fulstow,  2,  Nov.  6th. 

Covenham  Res.,  Aug.  6th  and  Oct.  7th.  Whisby  G.P.,  27,  Feb.  7th. 

Wisbech  S.F.,  May  2nd  and  9th. 

Golden  Plover. 

Dotterel.**  Tetney,  3,  May  23rd  (GKB). 

Turnstone.  Max:  Holbeach,  440,  Jan.  1st.  Inland:  Messingham,  1-2,  May 
11th — 12th.  East  Butterwick,  2,  Apr.  28th.  Alkborough,  2,  Apr.  13th. 
Trent  Falls,  June  8th;  Aug.  24th  to  Sept.  2nd,  max:  38,  Aug.  28th.  Coven¬ 
ham  Res.,  2,  Aug.  12th.  Bardney,  Sept.  3rd  and  2  on  14th.  Wisbech  S.F., 
May  23rd — 24th;  July  18th. 

Snipe.  (B). 

Jack  Snipe. 
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Woodcock.  (B). 

Curlew.  (B).  Max:  Holbeach,  1,000,  Aug.  17th.  Dawsmere,  1,200,  Feb.  1st; 
1,300,  Dec.  6th. 

Whimbrel.  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  80,  Aug.  1st — 2nd.  Holbeach,  200,  Aug. 
17th. 

Black-tailed  Godwit.*  East  Butterwick,  May  13th.  Trent  Falls,  1-2,  Apr.  to 
June;  Aug.  4th— 5th;  Sept.  1st.  Killingholme,  2,  July  23rd;  Aug.  1st.  Tetney, 
10,  Apr.  19th;  5  early  May;  5,  June  8th;  Aug.  16th — 23rd;  Nov.  12th. 
Grainthorpe,  12,  Oct.  26th.  Donna  Nook,  May  6th.  Huttoft  Pit,  May  11th; 

2,  Aug.  11th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  26th;  5,  May  4th  and  1  on  28th;  June 
14th;  July  to  Nov.,  max:  23,  July  22nd.  Witham  Mouth,  Sept.  7th. 
Frampton,  3,  Apr.  27th.  Kirton,  2, Mar.  30th.  Holbeach,  3,  Mar.  2nd  and 
51  on  30th;  4,  Apr.  27th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  May  9th  and  31st;  up  to  3,  June  and 
July.  Winter:  Frampton,  Feb.  1st. 

Bar-tailed  Godwit.  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  3,000,  Sept.  7th.  Dawsmere, 
1,000,  Dec.  6th.  Inland:  Messingham,  end  of  May  to  early  June.  Brumby, 
Mar.  22nd.  Trent  Falls,  westerly  movements  in  Apr.  with  13  on  22nd  and 
11  on  23rd;  small  numbers  occasionally,  June  to  Dec.  Covenham  Res., 
July  9th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  2,  Apr.  25th;  July  11th. 

Green  Sandpiper.  Winter:  Winterton  Mines,  2,  Feb.  24th.  Hatcliffe,  Jan. 
19th.  Donna  Nook,  Dec.  8th.  Kirkby  Green,  Dec.  24th.  Kirkby-on-Bain 
G.P.,  Jan.  25th;  Dec.  23rd.  Baston  Fen,  Jan.  5th  and  19th.  Spring:  Susworth, 
Mar.  24th.  Messingham,  2,  Apr.  13th;  May  8th.  ^Tetney  Blow  Wells,  Apr. 
13th.  North  Coates,  Apr.  25th.  Fulstow,  Mar.  15th.  Covenham  Res.,  Apr. 
11th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  2,  Apr.  21st.  Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  19th  and  25th; 
May  16th.  Autumn  max:  Gibraltar  Point,  12,  Aug.  11th. 

Wood  Sandpiper.*  Spring:  Wisbech  S.F.,  May  24th  and  June  7th.  Seacroft, 

3,  May  31st;  June  1st.  Autumn:  Goxhill,  Aug.  4th — 10th.  Killingholme, 
singles,  Aug.  1st — 12th.  Tetney,  2,  Aug.  16th.  Donna  Nook,  Aug.  13th — 
16th.  Huttoft  Pit,  2,  July  27th.  Seacroft,  Aug.  12th.  Gibraltar  Point,  July 
13th;  up  to  6  in  Aug.  Butterwick,  2,  July  22nd.  Wisbech  S.F.,  3-4,  July 
28th— 30th;  2-3,  Aug.  16th— 22nd. 

Common  Sandpiper.  Autumn  max:  Gibraltar  Point,  22,  Aug.  11th.  Wisbech 
S.F.,  30,  July  30th  to  Aug.  2nd. 

Redshank.  (B). 

Spotted  Redshank.*  Spring:  Messingham,  2,  May  4th.  Killingholme,  Mar. 
22nd  to  Apr.  18th.  Cleethorpes,  Mar.  7th.  Tetney,  singles,  Apr.  to  June. 
Grainthorpe,  May  9th.  Covenham  Res.,  June  13th.  Seacroft,  June  8th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  25th;  May  19th — 20th;  June  8th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  5, 
Apr.  25th;  4,  May  9th;  1-2,  early  June.  Autumn  max:  Holbeach,  20,  Aug. 
17th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  17,  June  21st.  Winter:  Killingholme,  Dec.  13th — 3 1st. 

Greenshank.  Winter:  Trent  Falls,  Feb.  13th.  Spring:  Small  numbers  on  coast 
and  inland  from  Apr.  to  early  June.  Autumn  max:  Killingholme,  14,  Aug. 
10th.  Tetney,  up  to  13  in  Sept.  Gibraltar  Point,  26,  Sept.  4th.  Frampton, 
30,  Sept.  1st. 

Knot.  Max:  Tetney,  5,000,  Nov.  4th.  Donna  Nook,  2,000,  Dec.  13th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  11,000,  Sept.  5th.  Friskney,  4,800,  Jan.  1st;  8,250,  Dec. 
6th.  Wrangle,  2,000,  Jan.  1st.  Welland  Mouth,  6,600,  Jan.  1st.  Holbeach, 
5,850,  Mar.  2nd.  Dawsmere,  5,000,  Feb.  1st.  Terrington,  3,100,  Feb.  1st. 
Inland:  Alkborough,  Apr.  13th.  Trent  Falls,  24  west,  Aug.  3rd;  singles, 
Sept.  26th — 29th.  Bardney,  Oct.  12th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  May  31st. 
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Purple  Sandpiper.*  Killingholme,  Mar.  25th — 31st.  Tetney,  Nov.  3rd  and 
18th.  Covenham  Res.,  Sept.  20th.  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  3rd — 6th  and  29th; 
Dec.  21st.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Aug.  22nd — 29th;  Oct.  8th.  Gibraltar  Point, 
Oct.  11th.  Witham  Mouth,  Sept.  7th. 

Little  Stint.*  Spring:  Seacroft,  1-2,  May  31st  to  June  8th.  Wisbech  S.F., 
1-3,  May  21st  to  June  11th.  Autumn:  Fairly  widespread,  July  31st  to  Nov. 
2nd,  max:  Killingholme,  23,  Aug.  27th.  Tetney,  10,  Sept.  11th.  Donna 
Nook,  16,  Sept.  2nd — 3rd.  Seacroft,  20,  Sept.  7th.  Gibraltar  Point,  25, 
Aug.  3 1st.  Wisbech  S.F.,  18,  Sept.  5th. 

Temminck’s  Stint.**  Goxhill,  Sept.  20th — 21st  (DAR,  SB,  GC).  Tetney, 
Oct.  1st  (AP).  Donna  Nook,  May  27th — 28th  (RL).  Seacroft,  July  13th 
(KA).  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  15th — 19th;  Sept.  5th — 8th  (JAWM,  MM  et  al). 

Pectoral  Sandpiper.**  Donna  Nook,  Aug.  27th  to  Sept.  6th  (RL,  SL,  CM, 
PW).  Seacroft,  Aug.  3rd  (KA,  MM,  WT).  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  15th — 19th 
(JAWM,  MM,  et  al). 

Dunlin.  Max:  Tetney,  2,700,  Oct.  27th.  Donna  Nook,  2,000,  Nov.  6th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  3,500,  Aug.  9th.  Wainfleet,  9,000,  Sept.  4th.  Witham 
Mouth,  3,500,  Mar.  30th.  Welland  Mouth,  3,600,  Feb.  1st;  10,000,  Mar. 
30th.  Holbeach,  5,900,  Mar.  30th.  Dawsmere,  3,200,  Feb.  1st.  Gedney, 
5,000,  Feb.  1st.  Terrington,  6,000,  Feb.  1st;  7,400,  Apr.  27th.  Inland: 
Bardney,  300,  Oct.  28th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  500,  Mar.  20th. 

Curlew  Sandpiper.*  Spring:  Killingholme,  May  26th.  Tetney,  Apr.  10th; 
2,  May  15th;  June  14th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  June  7th.  Covenham  Res.,  May  11th. 
Kirton,  Apr.  27th.  Autumn:  Fairly  widespread,  July  18th  to  Nov.  3rd,  max: 
Killingholme,  35,  Aug.  27th.  Tetney,  11,  Aug.  31st  and  Sept.  12th.  Grain- 
thorpe,  14,  Oct.  24th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  10,  Sept.  6th.  Gibraltar  Point,  21, 
Sept.  3rd.  Wisbech  S.F.,  24,  Sept.  16th. 

Sanderling.  Max:  Grimsby,  350,  Oct.  3rd.  Gibraltar  Point,  500,  Sept.  7th. 
Inland:  Messingham,  May  11th.  Trent  Falls,  Aug.  4th.  Covenham  Res., 
up  to  4,  May  18th  to  June  5th;  Oct.  17th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  May  23rd. 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper.***  Witham  Mouth,  Sept.  13th  (KA).  The  only 
other  county  record  was  in  1906. 

Ruff.  Winter:  Covenham  Res.,  up  to  15,  Jan.  to  Mar.  Welland  Mouth,  20, 
Jan.  1st.  Bardney,  2,  Dec.  28th.  Baston  Fen,  8,  Feb.  24th;  2,  Mar.  9th. 
Spring:  East  Butterwick,  3,  Mar.  24th — 27th;  May  13th.  Grainthorpe,  2, 
June  6th.  Covenham  Res.,  June  1st.  Gibraltar  Point,  1-2,  Apr.  23rd  to 
May  25th.  Witham  Mouth,  Apr.  27th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  several,  Mar.  to  June. 
Autumn:  July  to  Nov.,  max:  Trent  Falls,  11,  Oct.  2nd.  Killingholme,  86, 
Sept.  26th.  Tetney,  15,  mid-Oct.  Gibraltar  Point,  27,  Oct.  31st.  Wisbech  S.F., 
100,  mid-July. 

Avocet.**  Tetney,  Apr.  21st — 22nd  (SR).  Gibraltar  Point,  June  12th  (KRP); 
July  6th  (PE).  Wisbech  S.F.,  May  21st  (JAWM). 

Wilson’s  Phalarope.***  Wisbech  S.F.,  a  male,  June  7th — 11th  (JAWM). 
The  third  county  record. 

Great  Skua.*  Winter:  Witham  Mouth,  Feb.  1st.  Autumn:  Goxhill,  Sept. 
27th.  Tetney,  2,  Oct.  7th.  Donna  Nook,  12  north,  Sept.  29th;  singles,  Oct. 
6th — 12th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  3,  Sept.  28th;  7,  Oct.  7th  and  2  on  8th.  Mable- 
thorpe,  Sept.  28th.  Anderby,  3,  Nov.  16th.  Chapel  Point,  Sept.  29th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  1-3,  Aug.  31st  to  Sept.  28th;  singles,  Nov.  4th — 16th. 
Inland:  Covenham  Res.,  Nov.  17th. 
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Pomarine  Skua.**  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  12th  and  13th  (RL,  CM).  Saltfleetby 
N.R.,  Oct.  7th;  Nov.  6th  and  16th  (MM,  CLO  et  al).  Gibraltar  Point, 
Aug.  28th;  Sept.  9th  (FE,  JRS). 

Arctic  Skua.*  Spring:  Tetney,  May  18th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  26th;  2,  May 
27th.  Autumn:  July  to  Oct.,  max:  Gibraltar  Point,  38,  Aug.  17th.  Winter: 
With  am  Mouth,  Dec.  16th.  Inland:  Trent  Falls,  2,  Aug.  4th;  3  west,  Sept.  9th. 

Long-tailed  Skua.**  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  an  immature,  Sept.  28th  (CLO,  RHH). 

Great  Black-backed  Gull. 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull. 

Herring  Gull. 

Common  Gull. 

Glaucous  Gull.**  Covenham  Res.,  imm.,  Oct.  25th  (AP).  Tetney,  imm., 
Dec.  13th  (AP).  Donna  Nook,  imm.,  Jan.  31st;  imm.,  May  3rd;  2  adults, 
Dec.  13th  (SL).  Seacroft,  imm.,  Aug.  11th  to  Sept.  22nd  (KA,  MM,  WT 
et  al).  Boston/Witham  Mouth,  imm.,  Jan.  1st — 2nd  (AGP,  MM).  Gibraltar 
Point,  Jan.  3rd — 5th  and  11th;  Mar.  28th — 30th;  May  25th  and  27th;  June 
15th;  Oct.  26th;  Dec.  26th  and  30th  (JPS,  FE,  DH,  BAEM,  DP,  EJM). 

Mediterranean  Gull.**  Covenham  Res.,  adults,  Feb.  15th,  Mar.  8th  and 
Sept.  17th  (AP,  GS).  Donna  Nook,  adult,  Dec.  21st  (SL).  Seacroft,  2  adults, 
July  27th,  one  remaining  to  Sept.  7th  with  a  third  adult,  Aug.  17th  (KA, 
MM,  WT  et  al). 

Little  Gull.*  Trent  Falls,  imm.,  June  4th — 6th;  juv.,  Aug.  12th.  Killingholme, 
June  30th  to  July  5th  with  another  on  9th.  Tetney,  adults,  Sept.  18th  and 
Oct.  12th.  Cleethorpes,  adult,  Oct.  15th.  Covenham  Res.,  1-2,  adult  and 
imm.,  May  to  Aug;  2  adults,  Oct.  25th.  Donna  Nook,  2,  July  2nd;  3,  Aug. 
27th  and  1  on  30th;  Sept.  16th  and  29th;  8  north,  Nov.  7th.  Saltfleetby 
N.R.,  Sept.  8th.  Chapel  Point,  5  north,  Oct.  11th,  were  seen  later  in  the  day 
at  Saltfleetby  N.R.  Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  4th;  1-2,  Aug.  22nd  to  Sept.  3rd; 
Oct.  19th  and  31st;  4,  Nov.  9th.  Witham  Mouth,  Nov.  8th.  Wisbech  S.F., 
up  to  4,  May  to  July. 

Black-headed  Gull.  (B).  Max:  Trent  Falls,  25,000,  Aug.  21st. 

Kittiwake.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  1,500  north,  July  31st.  Inland:  Trent  Falls, 
8,  Mar.  20th,  then  small  numbers  to  July  with  8,  June  8th. 

Black  Tern.*  Trent  Falls,  June  23rd;  5  south,  Aug.  5th.  Goxhill,  Sept.  8th. 
Killingholme,  May  26th.  Tetney,  June  21st;  3,  Aug.  9th  and  1  on  21st;  4, 
Oct.  1st  and  1  on  4th.  Covenham  Res.,  1-2,  May  26th — 31st;  up  to  5,  Aug. 
4th  to  Sept.  6th.  Donna  Nook,  Apr.  19th;  5  north,  Aug.  7th;  Sept.  8th. 
Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Oct.  2nd.  Seacroft,  May  20th.  Huttoft,  Aug.  16th.  Burton 
G.P.,  May  21st  and  Aug.  28th.  Gibraltar  Point,  May  17th  and  June  13th; 
up  to  4,  Aug.  14th — 26th;  Sept.  9th  and  Oct.  5th.  Freiston  Shore,  12,  Aug. 
10th.  Spalding,  Nov.  10th.  Denton  Res.,  May  31st.  Deeping  St.  James,  Aug. 
22nd.  Tallington,  2,  Sept.  21st.  Wisbech  S.F.,  singles,  May  29th,  June  7th 
and  24th. 

Guli-bilied  Tern,***  Witham  Mouth,  Sept.  7th  (RCB,  FB).  The  fourth 
county  record. 

Common  Tern.  (B). 

Arctic  Tern.*  Covenham  Res.,  3,  May  9th;  June  28th;  Sept.  15th;  Oct. 
10th— 15th.  Seacroft,  July  27th.  Gibraltar  Point,  1-2,  May  and  June;  up  to 
10,  Aug. 
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Little  Tern.  (B).  Inland:  Wisbech  S.F.,  18,  July  19th  and  7  on  26th. 

Sandwich  Tern.  Max:  Seacroft,  1,000,  Aug.  10th.  Inland:  Trent  Falls, 
June  25th;  July  11th  and  17th;  Aug.  13th  with  7  on  30th.  Covenham  Res., 
May  14th;  several,  Sept.  13th. 

Razorbill.*  Donna  Nook,  Feb.  12th;  dead,  Apr.  19th;  Sept.  13th  with  3  on 
15th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  2,  Oct.  7th  and  19th.  Chapel  Point,  Sept.  29th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  Nov.  2nd. 

Little  Auk.**  Goxhill,  26,  Nov.  7th  and  12  on  8th  (DAR,  GC).  Donna 
Nook,  Mar.  13th  (SL);  July  31st  (WT),  an  unusual  date;  Nov.  7th  (RL). 
Gibraltar  Point,  Nov.  2nd  with  11  north,  7th,  10  on  8th  and  1  on  9th 
(GR,  ER  et  al).  Witham  Mouth,  Nov.  8th  (FB).  Inland:  Trent  Falls,  2, 
Nov.  8th  (AG). 

Guillemot.*  Theddlethorpe,  2  dead,  Apr.  21st.  Donna  Nook,  5  dead,  Feb. 
and  Mar;  Nov.  7th.  Gibraltar  Point,  June  15th;  July  6th;  Sept.  5th  and 
19th.  Inland:  Trent  Falls,  Oct.  12th. 

Puffin.*  Grainthorpe,  Nov.  23rd.  Donna  Nook,  dead,  Mar.  29th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  dead,  Aug.  3rd.  Inland:  Trent  Falls,  Sept.  23rd. 

Stock  Dove.  (B). 

Woodpigeon.  (B). 

Turtle  Dove.  (B).  Peak  passage:  Gibraltar  Point,  200  south,  June  7th. 

Rufous  Turtle  Dove.***  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  25th  (SL).  The  first  county 
record. 

Collared  Dove.  (B). 

Cuckoo.  (B). 

Barn  Owl.  (B).  North  Coates,  a  dark-breasted  bird,  Mar.  1st — 23rd. 

Little  Owl.  (B). 

Tawny  Owl.  (B). 

Long-eared  Owl.  (B).  A  pair  bred  at  Kirkby  Moor.  Passage  and  winter: 
Barrow  Haven,  Jan.  9th.  Goxhill,  up  to  6,  Jan.  to  Mar;  up  to  4,  Nov.  to 
Dec.  Tetney/Northcoates,  May  11th — 14th;  Aug.  31st;  up  to  3,  Oct.  12th 
to  Nov.  8th.  Donna  Nook,  May  11th;  singles,  Oct.  12th  to  Nov.  9th. 
Saltfleetby  N.R.,  up  to  6,  Oct.  23rd  to  Nov.  30th.  Anderby,  Nov.  9th — 16th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  July  24th  to  Sept.  19th;  Oct.  19th — 20th;  2,  Nov.  4th  and 
1  on  7th.  Boston,  Hobhole,  up  to  6,  Jan.  to  Mar;  Dec.  28th.  Burton  G.P., 
Feb.  2nd.  Lincoln,  River  Brant,  up  to  5,  Feb;  1-2,  Apr.  to  June. 

Short-eared  Owl.  (B). 

Nightjar.*  (B).  Passage:  Trent  Falls,  Aug.  8th — 13th.  Gibraltar  Point, 
July  2nd. 

Swift.  (B).  Passage:  Gibraltar  Point,  10,000  south,  July  10th,  then  up  to 
5,000  per  day  south  until  15th.  Late  record:  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Nov.  2nd. 

Alpine  Swift.***  Donna  Nook,  July  20th  (BL,  SL).  The  fifth  county  record. 

Kingfisher.  (B). 

Hoopoe.**  Tetney,  Apr.  23rd  (SR).  Donna  Nook,  Apr.  19th — 20th,  another 
on  27th  (RL,  SL,  CM,  PW).  Louth,  found  dying,  Aug.  26th  (per  CLO). 
Saltfleetby  N.R.,  May  10th  (CLO).  Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  23rd — 26th 
(PH,  RBW,  MS). 
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Green  Woodpecker.  (B).  Coastal:  Gibraltar  Point,  Aug.  7th. 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker.  (B). 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker.*  (B).  Recorded  from  Brumby,  Twigmoor, 
Hartsholme,  Burton  G.P.,  and  Muckton. 

Wryneck.**  Donna  Nook,  May  19th  and  29th;  Aug.  14th  (RL,  GKB,  MM). 
Saltfleetby  N.R.,  May  15th;  Aug.  14th;  Sept.  14th  (KA,  GC,  CLO,  RHH). 
Skegness,  May  12th  (MP).  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  1st  and  3rd  (B.T.O.). 

Skylark.  (B). 

Shore  Lark.*  Tetney,  up  to  4,  mid-Oct.  to  Dec.  Donna  Nook,  up  to  60  in 
Jan;  up  to  40,  late  Oct.  to  Dec.  Seacroft,  2,  Dec.  6th.  Gibraltar  Point, 
up  to  40,  Jan.  to  early  Apr;  up  to  14,  Oct.  to  Dec. 

Swallow.  (B).  Passage:  Trent  Falls,  1,000,  Sept.  3rd.  Gibraltar  Point,  4,000 
south,  Aug.  23rd;  southerly  movements  in  Sept,  included  4,500  on  11th  and 
5,000  on  21st. 

House  Martin.  (B).  Passage:  Gibraltar  Point,  300  south,  Sept.  11th. 

Sand  Martin.  (B).  Passage:  Gibraltar  Point,  120  south.  Sept.  11th. 

Carrion  Crow.  (B).  Hooded  Crow,  C.  c.  cornix:  Tetney,  Mar.  23rd  and 
31st;  Apr.  10th;  up  to  6,  Nov.  to  Dec.  Donna  Nook,  up  to  7,  Jan.  to  Apr; 
up  to  5,  Oct.  to  Nov.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  May  10th;  up  to  16,  Oct.  to  Dec. 
Theddlethorpe,  Mar.  6th;  up  to  7,  Oct.  to  Nov.  Seacroft,  Dec.  24th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  1-2,  Jan.  to  Apr;  up  to  6,  Oct.  to  Dec.  Friskney,  2,  Feb. 
19th.  Butterwick,  Oct.  23rd.  Witham  Mouth,  Oct.  27th.  Inland:  Trent  Falls, 
Nov.  12th.  Owston  Ferry,  Oct.  18th.  Goxhill,  Oct.  25th;  8,  Dec.  6th — 31st. 
Messingham,  Mar.  28th  to  Apr.  16th;  3,  Oct.  19th — 26th;  5,  Dec.  7th. 
Covenham  Res.,  Dec.  14th.  Swaby,  Nov.  9th.  Louth,  Jan.  19th.  Newball, 
Apr.  6th.  Harmston,  Oct.  26th.  Nocton  Fen,  4,  Oct.  30th.  Martin  Fen, 
Dec.  26th. 

Rook.  (B). 

Jackdaw.  (B). 

Magpie.  (B). 

Jay.  (B).  Coastal:  Northcoates,  Nov.  2nd.  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  3rd  and  Nov. 
2nd.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Oct.  14th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Aug.  14th;  Sept.  18th  and 
27th;  2,  Oct.  31st. 

Great  Tit.  (B). 

Blue  Tit.  (B). 

Coal  Tit.  (B).  Coastal:  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  28th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Apr. 
24th;  Oct.  16th  and  27th. 

Marsh  Tit.  (B). 

Willow  Tit.  (B). 

Long-tailed  Tit.  (B).  Coastal  max:  Donna  Nook,  25,  Oct.  16th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  35,  Oct.  18th.  Tetney,  10  east,  Oct.  14th;  7  off  the  sea,  Oct.  27th; 
1 1  west,  Nov.  4th. 

Nuthatch.  (B). 

Treecreeper.  (B).  Coastal:  Gibraltar  Point,  2,  May  8th. 

Wren.  (B). 

Bearded  Tit.*  (B).  South  Humberside,  15-20  pairs  nested.  Passage  and 
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winter:  Garthorpe,  2,  Oct.  15th.  Huttoft  Pit,  up  to  4,  Jan.  to  Apr;  Nov.  8th. 
Friskney,  Feb.  19th.  Deeping  St.  James,  2,  Mar.  29th. 

Mistle  Thrush.  (B). 

Fieldfare.  Summer:  Donna  Nook,  2,  June  6th,  one  remaining  to  22nd. 
Max:  Donna  Nook,  1,200,  Oct.  26th.  Gibraltar  Point,  4,000,  Nov.  8th. 

Song  Thrush.  (B). 

Redwing. 

Ring  Ouzel.*  Holme,  2,  May  2nd.  Tetney,  Apr.  20th  and  27th.  Donna 
Nook,  singles,  Apr.  17th  to  May  8th;  Sept.  3rd — 4th;  Oct.  9th.  Saltfleetby 
singles,  Apr.  19th  to  May  20th.  Theddlethorpe,  2,  Oct.  18th.  Saltfleet, 
Apr.  27th.  Anderby,  Apr.  20th.  Gibraltar  Point,  singles,  Apr.  23rd  to 
May  24th;  Oct.  10th — 11th  with  2  on  18th.  Freiston  Shore,  Mar.  8th. 

Blackbird.  (B). 

Wheatear.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  11,  Apr.  19th.  Gibraltar  Point,  20,  Aug. 
23rd  and  Sept.  27th.  Greenland  race;  birds  showing  characters  of  O.  o. 
leucorrhoa;  Donna  Nook,  1-3,  May  15th  to  22nd.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  2, 
May  9th. 

Stonechat.*  Ashbyville,  Scunthorpe,  Oct.  13th.  Barnetby,  Feb.  25th. 
Messingham  1-2,  Jan.  to  Feb.  Trent  Falls,  2,  Jan.  5th;  Oct.  2nd.  Goxhill, 
up  to  4,  Sept,  to  Dec.  Tetney,  1-2,  Jan.  to  Feb.  and  Sept,  to  Dec.  Donna 
Nook,  1-4,  Jan.  to  Apr;  1-4,  Sept,  to  Dec.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  1-2,  Jan.  to 
May  and  Sept,  to  Dec.  Theddlethorpe,  Nov.  22nd.  Cleethorpes,  Feb.  15th. 
Fulstow,  Feb.  16th.  Covenham  Res.,  1-2,  Jan.  to  Feb.  Louth,  Feb.  23rd. 
Welsdale  Bottom,  Feb.  17th.  Snipe  Dales,  Jan.  30th.  Huttoft,  1-3,  Oct. 
Anderby,  1-2,  Oct.  to  Nov.  Trusthorpe  S.F.,  Nov.  1st.  Gibraltar  Point, 
1-2,  Jan.  to  Mar;  mid-Aug.  to  Dec.,  max:  8,  Oct.  28th — 29th.  Chapel  Point, 
Oct.  6th.  Kirkby  Moor,  Mar.  1st.  Lincoln.  Dec.  27th.  River  Brant,  Lincoln, 
Feb.  23rd.  Donington,  Dec.  23rd.  Baston  Fen,  2,  Jan;  2,  Nov.  and  Dec. 
Pinchbeck,  4,  Feb.  to  Mar. 

Whinchat.  (B).  Baston  Fen,  a  pair,  June  28th.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  10, 
Aug.  28th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  10,  Aug.  29th.  Gibraltar  Point,  20,  Aug.  25th 
and  29th. 

Redstart.  (B).  Scarce  on  passage. 

Black  Redstart.*  Covenham  Res.,  Apr.  13th.  Donna  Nook,  Apr.  19th  and 
29th;  May  7th  and  15th;  Aug.  3rd  and  28th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Apr.  20th — 
22nd.  Ingoldmells,  Oct.  22nd.  Anderby,  2,  Apr.  20th.  Gibraltar  Point, 
Mar.  24th;  1-2,  Apr;  May  4th  and  10th — 11th;  June  14th;  2,  Oct.  26th; 
Nov.  8th — 10th.  Spalding,  Sept.  2nd. 

Nightingale.  (B).  Coastal:  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Apr.  20th  and  26th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  Apr.  23rd;  May  20th;  Aug.  26th. 

Robin.  (B). 

Grasshopper  Warbler.  (B). 

Reed  Warbler.  (B). 

Sedge  Warbler.  (B). 

Icterine  Warbler.**  Donna  Nook,  Aug.  28th  and  30th  (RL,  SL,  PW). 
Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Aug.  17th;  2,  Sept.  1st  and  1  on  2nd  (GC,  RHH,  CLO). 
Gibraltar  Point,  Aug.  25th  (CEC). 
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Blackcap.  (B).  Winter:  Cleethorpes,  Jan.  30th.  Donna  Nook,  2,  Jan.  2nd 
with  1  to  22nd.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Feb.  1st — 2nd.  Gibraltar  Point,  3  different 
birds,  Jan.  1st  to  Feb.  2nd;  Dec.  5th.  Seacroft,  3,  Feb.  2nd. 

Barred  Warbler.**  Donna  Nook,  1-2,  Aug.  27th  to  Sept.  17th  (MM,  RL, 
SL,  CM,  PW).  Anderby,  Aug.  25th  (GPS).  Gibraltar  Point,  1-3,  Aug. 
26th  to  Sept.  7th  (at  least  4  different  birds). 

Garden  Warbler.  (B). 

Whitethroat.  (B). 

Lesser  Whitethroat.  (B). 

Willow  Warbler.  (B).  Winter:  Covenham  Res.,  Feb.  9th — 28th. 

Chiffchaff.  (B).  Winter:  Ashby,  Jan.  1st  to  Feb.  13th.  Cleethorpes,  Feb. 
11th.  Covenham  Res.,  Jan.  1st — 16th.  Burton  G.P.,  Jan.  12th. 

Wood  Warbler.**  Gibraltar  Point,  May  20th  (EJM). 

Yellow-browed  Warbler.**  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  24th  (RL). 

Pallas’s  Warbler.***  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Oct.  16th  (RHH,  CLO).  Gibraltar 
Point,  Oct.  19th — 22nd  (AGP,  KA,  MM,  KH).  Three  previous  county 
records. 

Goldcrest.  (B).  Max:  North  Coates,  55,  Apr.  20th.  Tetney,  40,  Oct.  13th. 
Donna  Nook,  30,  Apr.  19th;  120,  Sept.  28th  and  Oct.  18th.  Saltfleetby 
N.R.,  50,  Oct.  11th.  Theddlethorpe,  45,  Oct.  18th.  Anderby,  150,  Oct. 
11th.  Gibraltar  Point,  100,  Sept.  28th;  500,  Oct.  12th  and  200,  Oct.  27th. 
Twigmoor,  150,  Oct.  13th.  Brumby,  70,  Oct.  25th. 

Firecrest.**  Northcoates/Tetney,  Apr.  17th — 20th,  another  on  21st  (KA, 
MM,  DW,  HB,  SR).  Covenham  Res.,  Apr.  7th  and  30th  (MM,  WT). 
Donna  Nook,  Apr.  20th  (RL,  PW).  Saltfleet,  Apr.  20th.  Saltfleetby  N.R., 
Apr.  19th — 20th  (PH).  Skegness,  July  16th;  Oct.  11th  (WJL,  CDO). 
Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  6th,  with  4  on  12th  and  1  on  20th  and  23rd — 24th; 
(JH,  EJM,  ER). 

Spotted  Flycatcher.  (B). 

Pied  Flycatcher.*  Spring:  Grebby  Hall,  May  19th.  Gibraltar  Point,  up  to 
3,  May  11th — 28th.  Autumn  max:  Tetney,  12,  Aug.  9th.  Saltfleetby  N.R., 
17,  Aug.  9th. 

Red-breasted  Flycatcher.**  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  1st — 2nd  (RL,  PW,  CM). 
Gibraltar  Point,  Oct.  12th  (CDO). 

Dunnock.  (B). 

Richard’s  Pipit.**  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Aug.  15th  (MM),  an  early  date.  Goxhill, 
Oct.  25th— 26th  (DAR,  GC). 

Tawny  Pipit.***  Donna  Nook,  May  8th  and  again  on  17th  (RL).  Tetney, 
Oct.  15th  (AP).  Only  two  previous  county  records. 

Meadow  Pipit.  (B). 

Tree  Pipit.  (B). 

Rock  Pipit.  Inland:  Trent  Falls,  Jan.  to  Mar;  Oct.  to  Dec.,  with  4,  Nov. 
9th.  Covenham  Res.,  up  to  3,  Mar;  2,  Nov.  22nd.  Bardney,  Oct.  13th — 24th. 
Water  Pipit,  showing  characters  of  A.  s.  spinoletta:  Goxhill,  Mar.  22nd. 
Scandinavian  race,  showing  characters  of  A.  s.  littoralis:  Covenham  Res., 
Mar.  8th. 
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Pied  Wagtail.  (B).  White  Wagtail,  showing  characters  of  M.  a.  alba : 
Covenham  Res.,  1-2,  Apr.  7th — 23rd.  Donna  Nook,  Mar.  22nd;  2,  Apr. 
12th  and  4  on  19th;  Sept.  13th  and  Oct.  13th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  27th. 

Grey  Wagtail.*  (B).  Louth,  a  pair  in  June.  Scunthorpe,  a  pair  bred  success¬ 
fully  (JH,  JTT).  Messingham,  Nov.  to  Dec.  Brumby,  Feb.  15th  and  Oct. 
Ashbyville,  Oct.  Grasby  Bottom,  Sept.  7th.  Tetney,  Apr.  20th;  1-2,  Sept. 
11th  to  Nov.  1st.  Donna  Nook,  singles,  Oct.  14th  and  16th  and  Nov.  4th. 
Fulstow,  Nov.  14th.  Covenham  Res.,  singles,  Feb.  9th,  Mar.  23rd,  Apr. 
23rd,  Oct.  12th  and  Nov.  22nd.  Louth,  Nov.  9th.  Gibraltar  Point,  1-3, 
Sept,  to  Oct.  Lincoln,  Jan.  to  Feb;  Nov.  8th.  Kirkby  Green,  Oct.  16th. 
Sleaford,  Oct.  23rd.  Baston  Fen,  Mar.  1st. 

Yellow  Wagtail.  (B).  Blue-headed  Wagtail,  showing  characters  of  M.  f.  flava; 
Tetney,  Apr.  21st.  Covenham  Res.,  Apr.  23rd — 25th.  Saltfleetby  N.R., 
Apr.  21st. 

Waxwing.*  Humberstone,  Mar.  31st.  Grimsby,  Dec.  23rd.  Donna  Nook, 
10,  Oct.  18th  and  2  on  19th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Oct.  18th.  Skegness,  7, 
Jan.  12th.  Seacroft,  2,  Feb.  2nd.  Gibraltar  Point,  2,  Jan.  10th;  Feb.  8th — 
9th;  Nov.  22nd.  Doddington,  Oct.  25th.  Pinchbeck,  Nov.  10th.  Summer: 
Kirton  Lindsey,  one  seen  feeding  during  freak  snowstorm,  June  3rd  (JTT). 

Great  Grey  Shrike.*  Grimsby,  Apr.  16th.  Tetney  Blow  Wells,  Jan.  18th 
to  Mar.  23rd.  Northcoates/Tetney,  Apr.  18th — 19th;  Oct.  18th;  Nov.  8th. 
Donna  Nook,  Apr.  14th  and  16th;  1-2,  Oct.  9th  to  Dec.  11th.  Saltfleetby 
N.R.,  Apr.  17th  and  19th;  Oct.  28th  to  Dec.  31st.  Anderby  Creek,  Nov. 
9th.  Gibraltar  Point,  singles,  Jan.  to  Apr.  16th  and  Oct.  11th  to  Dec., 
with  2  on  Nov.  21st — 22nd.  Burton  G.P.,  Feb.  8th;  Nov.  1st.  Summer: 
Kirkby  Moor,  May  25th  to  June  14th. 

Red-backed  Shrike.*  Tetney/North  Coates,  Sept.  7th,  Donna  Nook,  Sept. 
4th — 10th  with  2  on  9th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Aug.  25th — 28th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  May  4th;  Sept.  1st.  Lincoln,  June  11th. 

Starling.  (B). 

Hawfinch.*  (B).  Passage:  Donna  Nook,  Apr.  11th. 

Greenfinch.  (B). 

Goldfinch.  (B). 

Siskin.*  Messingham,  Nov.  2nd  and  9th.  Brumby,  Jan.  18th;  20,  Apr. 
26th — 29th;  20,  Sept.  21st.  Twigmoor,  small  numbers  in  spring;  14,  Nov. 
3rd.  Trent  Falls,  3,  Oct.  24th.  Goxhill,  5,  Nov.  29th.  Linwood  Warren, 
3,  Dec.  13th.  Cleethorpes,  Oct.  28th.  Covenham  Res.,  3,  Nov.  2nd.  Donna 
Nook,  2,  Sept.  28th;  3,  Oct.  21st  and  2  on  24th;  Nov.  2nd;  5,  Dec.  3rd. 
Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Oct.  25th.  Seacroft,  3,  Oct.  8th.  Gibraltar  Point,  1-2, 
Apr.  23rd — 27th;  up  to  4,  Sept,  to  Dec.  Tetney,  Sept,  to  early  Dec.  with 
13  west,  Nov.  21st.  Kirkby  Moor,  several,  Feb.  and  Dec.,  with  100  on  Dec. 
25th.  Burton  G.P.,  up  to  35,  Nov.  to  Dec.  Hartsholme,  up  to  20,  Oct.  to 
Dec.  Baston  Fen,  3,  Apr.  4th. 

Linnet.  (B). 

Twite.  Max:  Tetney,  300,  Nov.  3rd.  Donna  Nook,  200,  Jan.  4th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  500,  Feb.  12th  and  Oct.  4th.  Benington,  900,  Dec.  6th.  Witham 
Mouth,  1,100,  Jan.  to  Mar.  Welland  Mouth,  600,  Jan.  1st.  Holbeach,  700, 
Dec.  6th.  Gedney,  1,500,  Feb.  1st.  Terrington,  1,700,  Feb.  1st;  800,  Dec. 
6th.  Inland:  Trent  Falls,  Oct.  12th.  South  Ferriby,  2,  Oct.  30th.  Covenham 
Res.,  Mar.  29th.  Whisby,  Feb.  2nd. 
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Redpoll.  (B).  Max:  Twigmoor,  400,  Sept.  15th.  Brumby,  400,  Sept.  21st. 
Mealy  Redpoll:  Birds  showing  characters  of  A.  /.  flammea:  Twigmoor,  6, 
Feb.  16th.  Tetney,  Oct.  21st.  Covenham  Res.,  Nov.  16th. 

Bullfinch.  (B). 

Crossbill.*  Seacroft,  Sept.  18th. 

Chaffinch.  (B). 

Brambling.  Max:  Bardney,  350,  Dec.  28th. 

Corn  Bunting.  (B). 

Yellowhammer.  (B). 

Rustic  Bunting.***  Gibraltar  Point,  a  male,  May  11th  (AOA,  KK).  The 
first  county  record. 

Reed  Bunting.  (B). 

Lapland  Bunting.*  Trent  Falls,  Oct.  18th.  Cleethorpes,  Jan.  4th.  Northcoates/ 
Tetney,  Feb.  2nd;  up  to  8,  Sept.  22nd  to  Dec.  Donna  Nook,  up  to  4,  Oct. 
24th  to  Dec.  8th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  9,  Oct.  5th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Jan.  5th; 
2,  Nov.  2nd. 

Snow  Bunting.*  Max:  Donna  Nook,  150,  Dec.  9th.  Tetney,  130,  Dec.  3rd. 
Theddlethorpe,  40,  Dec.  26th.  Gibraltar  Point,  120,  Jan.  to  early  Feb;  200, 
Dec.  30th.  Benington,  39,  Feb.  1st.  Inland :  Trent  Falls,  Oct.  16th;  Nov.  8th 
and  13th.  Alkborough,  Jan.  11th.  Goxhill,  up  to  3,  Nov.  29th  to  Dec.  31st. 
Killingholme,  50,  Nov.  29th.  Toft  Newton  Res.,  50,  early  Jan.  Covenham 
Res.,  Mar.  20th;  Nov.  8th  and  26th;  Dec.  6th.  Summer:  Donna  Nook, 
May  29th  to  June  1st. 

House  Sparrow.  (B).  Passage:  Gibraltar  Point,  200  south,  Nov.  7th. 

Tree  Sparrow.  (B).  Passage:  Gibraltar  Point,  120  south,  Oct.  30th;  200 
south,  Nov.  4th  and  7th. 


ADDENDA 

Great  Spotted  Cuckoo.***  Donna  Nook,  July  1st  1974  (SL).  The  second  county  record. 
Serin.***  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  20th  1974  (PW). 


K.  Atkin. 
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FIRST  AND  LAST  DATES  OF  SOME  COMMON  MIGRANTS 


Jack  Snipe 
Whimbrel 

Common  Sandpiper 

Greenshank 

Arctic  Skua 

Common/Arctic  Tern 

Little  Tern 

Sandwich  Tern 

Turtle  Dove 

Cuckoo 

Swift 

Swallow 

House  Martin 

Sand  Martin 

Hooded  Crow 

Fieldfare 

Redwing 

Wheatear 

Whinchat 

Redstart 

Grasshopper  Warbler 
Reed  Warbler 
Sedge  Warbler 
Blackcap* 

Garden  Warbler 
Whitethroat 
Lesser  Whitethroat 
Willow  Warbler 
Chiffchaff* 

Spotted  Flycatcher 
Pied  Flycatcher 
Tree  Pipit 
Yellow  Wagtail 
Twite 
Brambling 
Snow  Bunting 


From 

8th 

September 

From 

12th 

April 

From 

20th 

April 

From 

3rd 

May 

From 

26th 

April 

From 

19th 

April 

From 

20th 

April 

From 

26th 

April 

From 

23rd 

April 

From 

19th 

April 

From 

29th 

April 

From 

15th 

April 

From 

20th 

April 

From 

12th 

April 

From 

10th 

October 

From 

14th 

August 

From 

16th 

September 

From 

30th 

March 

From 

21st 

April 

From 

27th 

April 

From 

27th 

April 

From 

24th 

April 

From 

20th 

April 

From 

1st 

January 

From 

19th 

May 

From 

23rd 

April 

From 

26th 

April 

From 

9th 

February 

From 

1st 

January 

From 

26th 

April 

From 

11th 

May 

From 

23rd 

April 

From 

18th 

April 

From 

23rd 

September 

From 

8th 

October 

From 

24th 

September 

to  May  31st 
to  November  2nd 
to  November  2nd 
to  November  9th 
to  December  16th 
to  October  27th 
to  September  29th 
to  October  30th 
to  October  18th 
to  September  7th 
to  November  2nd 
to  November  4th 
to  November  7th 
to  October  6th 
to  May  10th 
to  June  22nd 
to  April  27th 
to  October  19th 
to  November  9th 
to  October  20th 
to  September  16th 
to  October  24th 
to  September  16th 
to  December  5th 
to  October  22nd 
to  September  28th 
to  September  19th 
to  October  9th 
to  November  8th 
to  October  3rd 
to  October  9th 
to  September  13th 
to  October  2nd 
to  April  25th 
to  April  23rd 
to  June  1st 


Brian  Chapman. 
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The  following  have  contributed  to  the  County  Bird  report  for  1975: 


R 

D.  Adams 

R 

T.  Gill 

G  R 

* 

A.  L.  Needham 

D.  P.  Adkin 

R 

T.  Ginn 

* 

R.  K.  Norman 

J.  Aggleton 

R.  N.  Goodall 

C.  D.  O’Neil 

A.  O.  Aitken 

R 

N.  Goom 

R 

B.  M.  Orchard 

R 

A.  Ashton 

R 

M.  Goom 

G 

C.  L.  Ottaway 

G  R 

G.  Atkin 

M.  Goss 

P.  Owen 

G 

K.  Atkin 

G.  Green 

R 

C.  Owst 

L.  Baker 

A.  Grieve 

R 

A.  Padley 

S.  Banks 

G 

P.  Grimes 

B.  Page 

R 

E.  Barker 

R 

M.  Harness 

D.  Page 

J.  M.  Bayldon 

R 

M.  Harpin 

G 

A.  Parker 

A.  Bell 

J.  Harriman 

* 

A.  G.  Parker 

J.  Beaumont 

G 

K.  Harrison 

D.  Parker 

* 

Birklands  Ringing  Group 

G  R 

P.  Haywood 

P.  Parkin 

G 

J.  Blackbourne 

A.  Heath 

G.  Patrick 

R 

F.  Boyle 

R 

J.  Herring 

G.  R.  Paul 

D.  Branston 

R 

R.  Hickling 

K.  R.  Payne 

G  R 

F.  Brasier 

R.  H.  Higgins 

* 

R.  Pearson 

R.  C.  Broadbent 

R 

J.  D.  Hill 

W.  M.  Peet 

G.  K.  Brown 

G 

A.  K.  Hodson 

R 

Pinchbeck  School  YOC 

G 

C.  R.  Brumpton 

W.  Hoff 

M.  Plant 

* 

B.T.O. 

P.  Holden 

R 

G.  Posnett 

D.  Buck 

G 

R.  B.  Holland 

G 

C.  J.  Potts 

R 

H.  Bunn 

D.  Holman 

R 

P.  S.  Randall 

Mr.  Burnham 

P.  Howroyd 

R 

W.  Rawlings 

R 

F.  Butwright 

P.  Hubbard 

G  R 

B.  Redman 

D.  By  water 

R 

J.  Hughes 

G  R 

E.  J.  Redshaw 

C.  J.  Cadbury 

P.  Hyde 

A.  Reese 

Mr.  Cains 

R 

R.  Jackson 

M.  W.  Richards 

R 

Carre’s  Grammar  School 

R 

A.  J.  Jenkinson 

J.  S.  Rivers 

G.  Catley 

R 

C.  R.  Jones 

S.  Robbins 

C.  E.  Challis 

* 

R.  M.  Jones 

R 

J.  D.  Robertson 

G 

B.  M.  Chapman 

R 

E.  Jukes 

D.  A.  Robinson 

M.  Chapman 

E.  Kearsley 

E.  Room 

* 

Cleethorpes  Ringing 

* 

L.  Kearsley 

G.  Room 

Group 

N.  Kearsley 

E.  Ruthenburg 

R 

B.  H.  Clipsham 

G  R 

J.  Keightley 

R 

J.  D.  Sayer 

R 

Rev.  C.  Clubley 

R 

S.  Keightley 

G 

Scunthorpe  Museum 

R.  Cobbold 

R 

T.  Kerry 

Ornithologists 

M.  Coleman 

R 

J.  Knight 

G.  Sellars 

* 

W.  A.  Cook 

V.  Knight 

J.  P.  Shaughnessy 

G 

R,  V.  Collier 

K.  Knowles 

* 

G.  P.  Shaw 

G  R 

N.  Cooper 

H.  C.  Laidlaw 

A.  M.  Short 

R 

P.  Corringham 

R 

R.  S.  Lancaster 

J.  Short 

R 

De  Aston  School 

G  R 

D.  Lawrence 

W.  H.  Short 

I.  Dennis 

R 

D.  A.  Lee 

G.  B.  Silver 

P.  Dennis 

B.  Leflay 

G 

A.  C.  Simms 

R 

Donington  Primary 

S.  Leflay 

R 

M.  T.  Simpson 

School 

* 

R.  Lorand 

R 

B.  W.  Smart 

R 

S.  Dunkin 

S.  Lorand 

G 

A.  E.  Smith 

G 

J.  Eastmead 

W.  J.  Low 

R 

C.  Smith 

G 

D.  J.  Elmer 

E.  J.  Mackrill 

P.  Snow 

G.  Espin 

R 

A.  Manning 

R.  Spencer 

P.  Espin 

B.  A.  E.  Marr 

* 

F.  Stewart 

F.  Evans 

G 

R.  May 

R 

N.  W.  Stones 

G.  H.  Evans 

G 

M.  Mellor 

G  R 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  K.  Storr 

R 

R.  E.  G.  Fisher 

* 

Mid-Lines  Ringing 

M.  Stott 

R 

S.  H.  Fisher 

Group 

T.  Stowe 

R 

C.  W.  Flintham 

B.  Mighell 

D.  Suddaby 

R 

S.  Fogg 

G  R 

J.  Mighell 

R 

M.  Tartelin 

Mrs.  Fry 

* 

D.  T.  Minton 

R 

B.  Temporal 

R  * 

Gibraltar  Point  Bird 

M.  Miles 

E.  Thomas 

Observatory 

M.  Mobbs 

* 

G.  Thomas 

R 

E.  Gilbert 

* 

C.  Morrison 

W.  M.  Todd 

M.  Giles 

J.  A.  W.  Moyes 

G  R 

D.  Tonge 

G  A.  D.  Townsend 
M.  C.  Townsend 
M.  Toulson 
Trent  Valley  Bird 
Watchers 
R  L.  P.  Tucker 
J.  D.  Turner 
R  D.  Tyszka 

S.  Van  den  Boss 
R  J.  Van-der-voord 
A.  Van  Egmond 
A.  E.  Vine 
R  L.  Vines 

G  J.  Waite 

G  T.  J.  Walker 

*  Wash  Wader  Ringing 

Group 

R  P.  N.  Watts 
R  Westholme  Secondary 
School 
G  I.  Weston 
R.  White 

G  *  R.  B.  Wilkinson 
R  D.  Wilson 

R  K.  Wilson 

G  R  *  P.  J.  Wilson 
W.  Wolonski 
G.  Woollen 
A.  M.  E.  Wright 
R  D.  B.  Wright 

*  P.  J.  Wycherly 

R  Yarborough  School 


G  (also)  contributed  to  the  Grebe  survey. 

R  (also)  contributed  to  the  Redwing  survey 
*  (also)  contributed  to  the  Ringing  Totals. 
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